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A voice for
the nation
Alumnus Donald McHenry
has made history as the man
who successfully negotiated
international disputes while
serving as the U.S. Ambassador
and Permanent Representative to
the United Nations.
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FirstWord
Assessments are endless in higher education. From final exams to accreditation
visits that validate academic programs, there is always an assessment and review
of performance underway. So how do we measure success at Illinois State?
Two of ISU’s own highlighted in this issue—Dr. Donald McHenry and Doug
Collins—were assessed by peers and selected as highly prestigious Lincoln
Laureates. Both are proud and accomplished Redbirds, and I have to say I am excited to share the number 20 at ISU with Doug.
Another alumnus Brendan Hunt has garnered
numerous Emmys, a high achievement indeed.
His work is highlighted on page 26.
We show success with improvements in
facilities as well, from the Bone Student
Center renovation to plans for rehabilitating
Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts’ space. Two
completed projects celebrated in this issue
are space in Julian Hall for the cybersecurity
program and the opening of the Multicultural
Center.
If success is gauged by statistics, the University is incredibly strong. Enrollment remains
above 20,000, 28 percent of the student population is from traditionally underrepresented
groups, and the number of transfer students
attending is up. We are very proud of our successful transfer students who are
welcomed to the Redbird family through a campus effort you can learn more about
on page 18.
Others look at scholarship and academic programs to gauge success. I am proud
to note that ISU faculty remain committed to research, with 516 total works in
calendar year 2020. Areas of study continue to expand as well, with new options
in low vision and blindness education, bilingual studies, game design, and water
sustainability.
ISU has proven strong in private support and competitive wins as well, with
more than $25.1 million raised in Fiscal Year 2021. In Athletics, the 2020-2021 MVC
All-Sports Trophy was captured again as ISU earned back-to-back conference AllSports Championships for the first time in three decades while student-athletes
maintained academic excellence. Catch up on our student-athletes on page 6.
These wins, these awards, these numbers mark our path that is defined by a
continued commitment to the future and our pursuit of excellence. They are all
measures of success—but we are inherently so much more. Success is not just
numbers. It is harder to quantify but a critically important factor of excellence.
My answer consequently is that success for Illinois State ultimately comes
from creating an environment that allows innovation, exploration, and identity to
flourish. There will always be work to do and as an institution of higher education,
no one is better placed to be at the forefront of change.

Terri Goss Kinzy, Ph.D.
President, Illinois State University
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14 Captured on the court
		Doug Collins ’73 is known for basketball from
ISU to NBA teams. He is equally known as a NBA
coach and network analyst. Collins shares his
perspective on the game that became his legacy,
which lives on at ISU with Redbird Arena’s court
named in his honor.

18 Gladly they transfer

28

18

		Admissions typically centers around incoming
freshmen and graduate or nontraditional students. ISU also focuses on another group—
transfer students. Efforts to eliminate transfer
hurdles are so successful that this cohort is a
significant percentage of the student body.

22 Extraordinarily able
		Donald McHenry ’57 has proven by working
toward middle ground with world leaders the
power of speaking with caution and precision.
He believes America’s leaders can be team players
despite increasingly polarized citizens and hopes
the country will once again lead by example.

26 Credit alum for comedy smash

22

		Brendan Hunt ’96 founded ISU’s Theatre of Ted.
His creativity continued, as proven by his work in
co-creating the sports comedy-drama Ted Lasso.
He has a role in the show that captured seven
Emmys, including Outstanding Comedy Series.

26

28 Cyber safety net
		Cybercrime costs $6 trillion globally. The need
to protect consumers and corporations escalates
with technological advances, creating more
opportunity for sensitive data breaches. ISU
prepares professionals to address the shortage

14

AppleTV+

of employees in the field.

2 University News
6 Redbird Athletics
32 Alumni Report
On the cover: Donald McHenry ’57 gained fundamental orator skills at ISU, where he was named the
outstanding debater in the country.

UniversityNews

Multicultural Center bolsters campus community
by Madeline Babcock

T

he Multicultural Center opened in August with a
ceremony that included a ribbon-cutting, above. The
center provides a supportive student environment
while furthering the University’s commitment to equity,
diversity, and inclusion. The director is Dr. Christa Platt,
M.S. ’09, Ph.D. ’17.
“I envision this center having longstanding impact,” Platt
said of the facility that focuses on historically minoritized/
marginalized communities while amplifying their voices
and experiences.
Platt is confident the center will “position the campus to
be a forerunner in the work of disrupting oppression and
championing antiracism, justice, and belonging.” It fosters an
environment that builds community and interfaith partnerships, teaches advocacy skills, and empowers change agents.
“I firmly believe that when oppression is disrupted and
space—not just physical—is created for all humans to live out
their identities, students will experience a sense of belonging,” Platt said. The center’s pillars are antiracism, identity, and belonging. The vision is to equip students to value
intersecting identities and commit to enacting a culture of
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antiracism, equity, and justice.
Five staff members work with students to facilitate programs, provide services, and engage in scholarship that promotes antiracism, equity, and justice. Staff advise the Black
Student Union, Association of Latin American Students,
Asian Pacific American Coalition, and Pride. Each group has
offices at the center.
The building has lounge space, conference rooms, wellness space, and a reflection/prayer room. Gender neutral
restrooms are available, as is a gender-affirmation station for
non-binary and trans students to access clothing. It serves
any student needing attire.
Spaces named through private gifts include the Michael
D. Schermer Conference Room and the Mr. Stan L. and Dr.
René R. Shingles Black Student Union Office. There is also
the Dr. Frank Naeymi-Rad and Dr. Theresa A. Kepic Multipurpose Room, the Charles J. “Jack” and GeJuan Cardwell
Multipurpose Room, the Dr. Jeanne B. Morris and Dr. Charles
E. Morris Jr. Library and Reading Room, the Jim Bennett and
Terry Vanden Hoek Pride Office, and the Alma V. Samuels
Family Room.

Academic year begins
with strong enrollment
Illinois State’s enrollment remains
strong with 20,233 students welcomed
to campus in August. Of that number,
3,374 are freshmen. There are 17,674 undergraduates, 2,559 graduate students,
and 1,778 transfers.
“Illinois State has returned to a more
traditional college experience for the
2021-2022 academic year. Students are
eager to be back on campus,” said President Terri Goss Kinzy. “The continued
robust enrollment shows the confidence
people have in Illinois State.”
The fall 2021 total enrollment represents a modest 2 percent decline from
the last academic year. The student body
is more diverse, with 35 percent of the
freshman class and 28 percent of the
total student population coming from
traditionally underrepresented groups.
“This most recent recruitment cycle
presented several unique challenges,
and only through the collective effort
of our entire campus community were
we able to achieve these enrollment
outcomes,” said Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management Jana
Albrecht, MBA ’06, Ph.D. ’20.
The academic quality of this year’s
freshman class increased with an
average high school GPA of 3.6 on a 4.0
scale and an average ACT score near 24.
There are more than 447 new freshmen
in the Honors Program, making it the
largest incoming class to date.

Two faculty recognized
for significant research
Dr. Marilyn Prasun and Dr. John
Sedbrook have been named 2021 Researchers to Know by the Illinois
Science and Technology Coalition
(ISTC). The coalition highlights Illinois
university researchers who have significantly advanced their field.
Prasun, the Carle BroMenn Endowed
Professor in the Mennonite College of
Nursing, was named in the Improving
Health Outcomes category. She researches heart failure, atrial fibrillation,

biomarkers, symptom management,
quality of life, medication adherence,
and patient education. She is a fellow in
the American Heart Association and a
charter member of the American Association of Heart Failure Nurses.
Sedbrook is a genetics professor in the
School of Biological Sciences. He was
named in the Sustainability and Future
Ag category. His research focuses on developing crops to be grown sustainably
on fallow farmland. Sedbrook and his
team domesticated the weed pennycress
into an oilseed cash cover crop that will
be commercially launched in 2022.
He and Prasun join five other faculty
selected by the ISTC since it began in
2018. “The success of our faculty is a testament to the University’s commitment
to providing an environment for faculty research, creativity, and advancement,” said Associate Vice President for
Research and Graduate Studies Dr. Craig
C. McLauchlan.

“My work will also identify potential
opportunities that might be connected to the needs of the consumers and
the farmers,” said Spaulding, who will
assist the research team with designing educational modules and providing immersive learning experiences for
students.

Business dean honored
for outstanding service
Dr. Ajay Samant, dean of the College of
Business, has been named the Outstanding Dean for 2021 by the University

USDA grant advances
ag systems study
Dr. Aslihan D. Spaulding, a professor of
agribusiness and food industry management, is part of a national team awarded
a $10 million USDA grant to promote
alternative agriculture systems. The goal
is to make Midwestern farm systems
more resilient through diversification.
Leaders in the agricultural industry
and scholarship will collaborate with
farmers in Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa
on three levels. The farm-diversity level
will support diverse crops and systems,
such as agroforestry. The marketing
team will examine producers and
consumers to meet the needs of diverse
people. The agricultural landscape
level will explore wide-scale adoption of
alternative farming systems and equitable distribution.
Spaulding will collaborate with food
industry organizations such as Produce
Marketing Association and National
Grocers Association. She will assess
member companies current sustainability efforts and challenges they face.

Sales Center Alliance. The consortium
of 61 schools enriches the sales profession by setting and monitoring university sales program standards.
Samant has been instrumental in
enhancing the college’s sales curriculum through an active and engaging
learning experience. He has provided
resources to implement courses such as
data analytics and technology, approved
additional sales faculty positions, and
funded faculty research and student
scholarships.
A new initiative providing high school
students an opportunity to showcase
their professional selling skills was
implemented under Samant. His active
engagement with students, donors, and
sponsors clearly distinguishes him as
a valued supporter of sales education,
as does his continued guidance of the
college’s Professional Sales Institute.
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Where are they now?
Academia was not the first career
choice for Dr. Gary Weede, who
envisioned being an Air Force
pilot. That plan faded as an undergraduate in Iowa State University’s
ROTC program because he failed a
vision test.
Weede shifted to aero engineering and ultimately engineering
technology. He taught junior high
students while completing his
master’s degree at Iowa State,
which recruited him to teach while
earning a doctorate.
“I didn’t even apply for the
spot,” Weede chuckled, reflecting
on how he taught woodworking technology while studying cellulose nitrate.
That evolved into a plastics career path.
“I started the plastics technology program at Iowa State,” Weede said,
which put him on Illinois State’s radar. He joined the Industrial Technology
Department in 1970, at which time plastics courses were just being offered.
“I was on the cutting edge. When I started, there really were no textbooks,”
said Weede, who developed a plastics program a second time, despite serious
obstacles.
“When I walked into the Illinois State lab, I didn’t have any equipment,” he
said, recalling students wearing WWII gas masks in a fiberglass class. Dealing
with the fumes was further complicated because the lab’s ventilation system
connected to the home economics kitchen.
It was the students who kept Weede engaged and determined. “I got to
know my students quite well,” he said, recalling taking two out to Lake Decatur to test if the fiberglass water sled they created worked. Weede donned a
wet suit and did a test run to determine the grade.
His teaching skills and unique knowledge resulted in international graduate students enrolling in ISU’s program, and Weede becoming a global
consultant who worked in South Korea.
His wife, Jannes, was an elementary school educator for 28 years. They
established two scholarships at ISU to celebrate their careers and help
first-generation students. The Dr. Gary Weede Scholarship Endowment Fund
helps a student in the technology program. The Jannes (Teply) and Dr. Gary
Weede Endowed Elementary Education Scholarship supports an education
major.
The couple lived in a Colorado home Weede built after retiring in 1998.
They now reside in Marshalltown, Iowa, closer to their two adult daughters,
Susan Pollpeter ’81, and Sandra Menard ’87; six grandchildren, and four great
grandchildren.
Weede can be reached at gweede@gmail.com.
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Bacteria research
backed by the NIH
Assistant Professor of Microbiology
Jan-Ulrik Dahl has been awarded more
than $440,000 from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to uncover the
secrets of an insidious bacteria.
The three-year grant issued through
the Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases will support Dr. Dahl’s study of
a type of E. coli bacteria that is growing
more resistant to the body’s natural
defense mechanisms.
Graduate and undergraduate students
are partnering in Dahl’s lab, which discovered uropathogenic E. coli—the main
cause of urinary tract infections—are
significantly more resistant to the body’s
internal effort to fight foreign bacteria.
Along with the research advances,
the grant will also provide students professional avenues. “This is an excellent
opportunity for my students to excel in
research, develop all the skills required
for the next step in their career, and to
expand their network when they present their findings at conferences,” Dahl
said.

Campus mourns loss
of past administrator
Dr. Neal Gamsky, former dean of
students and vice president of Student
Affairs, died July 31 at age 90. He served
as vice president from 1974 until his retirement in 1991, at which time he created a master’s program in college student
personnel administration for ISU.
Gamsky came to Illinois State in 1970
after completing a doctorate in counseling and clinical psychology at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. He
joined the Department of Psychology
with the mandate to develop a campus
counseling center.
He became a full professor who coauthored a textbook on counseling and
published in educational and psychological journals. Gamsky was the first
director of the counseling center, which
was a nationally recognized model for
other universities.

seven points higher than the projected national average, according to The
Washington Post.

Alumni needed for
mentoring network

He is survived by his wife, Irene,
two daughters, three grandchildren, a
special niece and her three children.
Memorials may be made to the Neal R.
Gamsky Quality of Student Life Award
at Illinois State by calling (309) 4382294 or online at Giving.IllinoisState.
edu/fund/gamsky.

National honor received
for campus voting effort
Illinois State is one of 231 institutions
in the country named a Voter Friendly
Campus. The designation is awarded
through an initiative led by two national nonpartisan organizations: the Fair
Elections Center’s Campus Vote Project
(CVP) and Student Affairs Administrators in Higher Education (NASPA).
Campuses are evaluated on plans to
register, educate, and encourage turnout
by student voters; how voter engagement efforts are facilitated on campus;
and a final analysis of efforts in the context of a global pandemic. The designation is valid through 2022.
“NASPA has named Illinois State University a Civic Learning and Democratic
Engagement lead institution each year
since 2012,” said Vice President for Student Affairs Dr. Levester Johnson.
The designation further proves that
Illinois State excels as a leader in higher
education for civic learning and democratic engagement efforts.
Preliminary data show that 74 percent
of those registered in Illinois State’s
three precincts voted. That is about

Nominations sought
for alumni awards
ISU’s Alumni Association annually recognizes individuals who personify the
University’s tradition as an environment
for excellence. Through outstanding
achievements and contributions, these
individuals bring honor to the University
and the association.
Established in 1971 with one award,
the program has grown to six categories that recognize accomplishments
of alumni at different career stages.
Nominations are being sought for the
2023 awards. Deadline to nominate is
May 31, 2022. Make a nomination online
at Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/Awards.

Photo credit: Alex Grant, The Vidette

Former Vice President of Student Affairs
Dr. Neal Gamsky

Graduates often feel uneasy when
searching for and starting their first job.
Career Services is easing that anxiety
through the Alumni Mentoring
Network.
“Students have always asked for ways
to connect directly with alumni. The
Alumni Mentor Network is the perfect
way for Redbirds to help Redbirds,”
said Career Services Associate Director
Natalie Alexander.
She established the network that
connects students with alumni who
volunteer to mentor. Students tap into
professional expertise as alums share
their talent and wisdom. “Alumni
mentors can help students with how to
interview, develop successful networking techniques, and share career-specific
tips and tricks,” Alexander said.
Graduates interested in serving as a
mentor activate their Hire-A-Redbird

account by completing their profile at IllinoisState-csm.symplicity.com/mentors.
They receive an email with a link back
to their profile to update or pause their
participation. Students review the list
of volunteers and message alumni they
would like to have as a mentor. Once the
connection is made, the two coordinate
meeting.

Family and friends of Jelani Day, along with hundreds from campus, gathered October 7 at
Redbird Arena to honor his memory. A student ensemble performed, above. Speakers included President Terri Goss Kinzy and family members. Day, 25, of Danville, was a graduate student in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders. He was reported missing
August 25, and his body was recovered in early September from the Illinois River near Peru.
No cause of death has been determined.
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Provided by Miami Marlins

RedbirdAthletics

Alumna breaks barriers coaching in Major League
by Nick Erickson

A

s the crowd settles in for first pitch, Amanda Sartoris,
M.S. ’16, has already put in what most would consider
a full day’s work. When the stands empty after the
final out, an important part of her shift is just beginning.
Sartoris, who grew up on a farm in Pontiac, wouldn’t have
it any other way. She was stricken at a young age with the
sports bug that has never relinquished. That blue-collar mentality is why she got a job in Major League Baseball.
Sartoris was hired by the Miami Marlins as an assistant
strength and conditioning coach in mid-May, becoming just
the second full-time performance coach in the league’s 152
years. She is determined to be more than a footnote in history.
She’s there to help her team get better each and every day,
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which she does with great pride.
While Sartoris appreciates that she is a role model to young
females, what matters most to her is being at the top of her
game so she can keep players at the top of theirs. “Just showing up, doing your job, and being yourself does wonders,” said
Sartoris, who was a graduate assistant strength and conditioning coach while completing a kinesiology and exercise
science master’s degree.
Sartoris implemented training programs for men’s and
women’s golf, as well as the women’s tennis program. She
also worked with the women’s basketball, softball, baseball,
volleyball, and soccer teams. Aside from the performance aspect, Sartoris grasped the nuances of coaching while working
with Redbird Athletics. “I learned everything on the floor at
Illinois State, and I’m forever grateful for that.”

She realized how each athlete
processes instruction and information
differently. Because she worked with
so many campus teams, she saw many
perspectives and learned to adapt her
responses as she coached.
“She had an unwavering high expectation for the athletes she worked with
and created an environment that they
wanted to meet and exceed them,” said
Director of Athletic Performance Ryan
Swenson, M.S. ’15, who worked with
Sartoris in graduate school. “The combination of those characteristics mixed
with her energy and ability to connect
with people allowed her to set the stage
for where she has reached so far.”
Sartoris quickly climbed the ladder
after graduating. A former Division I
softball player at Louisiana-Monroe,

couraged her to go after it. She pitched
the position to higher-ups and by May,
she was working exclusively with the
two-time World Series champions.
Big league life is romanticized with
a glamorous appeal. Teams stay at fivestar hotels and fly on chartered planes.
But every day is a grind, as confirmed by
Sartoris’ schedule.
Her itinerary for a typical 7 p.m. game
is to arrive at the ballpark in the early
afternoon for her own workout before
working individually with pitchers on
a bullpen session or a lift of their own.
It’s either an activation workout for
the game ahead or heavier work for a
player with a scheduled off day from the
lineup.
Sartoris then preps the weight room
and makes sure workouts are on the

couple of days a week for lifts and then
a couple of mobility days to balance
things out, it will go a long way for their
recovery and performance.”
The Marlins hit .239 while slugging
.384 in June, July, and August—the
months where Sartoris was a full-time
coach—compared to .232 and .365 in
April and May. Batting average and slugging percentage can both be measurements of how Sartoris’ work shows up
on the field. The same goes for strikeouts on the mound. Marlins’ pitchers
punched out a season-best 236 batters
in June.
Even though Sartoris is focused on
improving the team’s performance, she
can’t help but look into the crowd and
see parents pointing her out to their
young daughters.

“I learned everything

on the floor at Illinois
State, and I’m forever
grateful for that.”
she was a strength and conditioning
coach at IMG Academy in Florida before
taking over as the director of strength
and conditioning at Salem University in
West Virginia for the 2018-2019 school
year. From there, she joined Major
League Baseball and worked with the
Arizona Fall League for two months
before transitioning to the Marlins organization in January 2019. She spent time
with their minor league affiliates prior
to the big-league jump.
During spring training last year,
Sartoris got word of a push within the
organization to add a full-time strength
and conditioning coach. A mentor en-

board with equipment ready. She gets
in mobility work with pitchers and position players, leads a stretch, and then
heads to the field for conditioning.
During the game, Sartoris is in the
dugout crunching data, watching how
players are moving on the field, and
working with pitchers who want to get
in a lift after an outing. After the game,
she works individually with players on
recovery or with guys who want to get
in a short, explosive lift. Her day ends
with a meal and the trek home.
“The biggest thing would be consistency,” Sartoris said. “As long as we
can keep the guys in the weight room a

Self-motivation has gotten Sartoris to
her enviable position. She has a desire
to be great, and she’d have that drive no
matter what she chose to pursue. But
she also embraces the significance of
her presence and what it might mean for
future generations.
“I want young girls to see that they
don’t have to shut any possibilities
out,” Sartoris said. While she hopes the
novelty of being one of the first females
in a male-dominated sport soon wanes
as doors continue to open, she’s humbled to be someone whose journey has
helped turned the lock.
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Where are they now?

John Coughlan 1991

A four-sport athlete at Illinois State, physical education major Chris Voelz ’70
serves as the executive director of the Collegiate Women in Sports Award. A
distinguished alum, her work as a coach, administrator, leader, and advocate
has helped open the doors for generations of female athletes.
As an undergrad, Voelz served on the Student-Athlete Advisory Board and
knocked on the doors of administrators to advocate for women athletes on
campus. She coached volleyball at the University of Oregon from 1978 until
1988, when she left to take on a larger role as the women’s athletic director at
the University of Minnesota until 2002.
Voelz was inducted into the Illinois State Athletics Percy Family Hall of
Fame in 1982. She co-authored the current NCAA guidelines on gender equity, and Fitness Magazine has recognized her as one of the top-10 influential
people in women’s sports.

Baseball All-American
takes national spotlight
Second-year freshman Ryan Cermak
was named Freshman All-American
by Collegiate Baseball Newspaper. He
earned MVC Defensive Player of the
Year, First Team All-MVC, and All-Defensive Team honors in his first season
in the outfield after playing third base in
2020 and the start of 2021.
In addition to numerous highlight-reel plays in center field, Cermak
posted a .993 fielding percentage in the
outfield, adding six outfield assists. He
recorded a .284 batting average while
leading the team in slugging percentage
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(.553), extra-base hits (25), home runs
(11), total bases (105), and RBIs (40).

Beloved running coach
mourned by Athletics
Hall of Fame cross country/track and
field coach John Coughlan died on
June 17 at the age of 80. He coached
from 1977 until his retirement in 2000,
becoming the most decorated cross
country/track and field coach in Redbird
history.
Coughlan guided the men’s program
for 23 seasons and the women’s squad
for eight campaigns. His tenure included five top-25 team finishes at the NCAA

Championships, 25 MVC championships, 291 individual conference champions, and 19 MVC Athletes of the Year.
He was inducted into the Illinois State
Athletics Percy Family Hall of Fame,
the Drake Relays Hall of Fame, the U.S.
Track and Field and Cross Country
Coaches Association Hall of Fame and
the MVC Hall of Fame.
Coughlan is survived by his wife of
more than 58 years, Susan; two daughters; two granddaughters; and one
brother.

Six alums chosen
for Hall of Fame
Five former student-athletes and a
longtime broadcaster were inducted
into the 2021 Illinois State Athletics
Percy Family Hall of Fame during
Homecoming, including Stafford Davis
’05. An offensive lineman, he was a
two-time All-American and four-time
All-Missouri Valley Football conference
selection.
Andi Hardwick ’98 played volleyball
as a Redbird. She was a three-time,
all-conference pick and was named
the Missouri Valley Conference (MVC)
Player of the Year in 1996. Todd
Schroeder ’83 was a first baseman on
the baseball team. He was a two-time
All-Conference performer and school
single-season record holder before being
drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Track and field star Sade Sealy ’13

Redbird Trivia
James Robinson, a record-setting running back for the Redbirds from 2016-2019, took the
NFL by storm his rookie season with the Jacksonville Jaguars and compiled 1,414 yards
from scrimmage. That was the most by an undrafted rookie in the common-draft era. How
many scrimmage yards did he rack up as a rookie Redbird during his freshman year at
Illinois State in 2016?
Answer: 431. Robinson rushed it 63 times for 322 yards and caught 12 passes for 109 yards
playing in a backup role to Jamal Towns ’17 and DeMarco Corbin.

broke ISU records and was named three
times as the MVC Most Outstanding
Track Athlete. She captured the MVC
individual champion title 11 times. Rachel Tejada ’15 soared in soccer. She was
a four-time MVC Player of the Year and
the first player in program history to be
drafted by the National Women’s Soccer
League,
In addition to these former athletes,
Dan Roan ’76 was honored with the
Institutional Great Award that recognizes an alum who has achieved significant accomplishments in sports at the
professional or collegiate levels. Roan is
the longtime sports director at WGN-TV
in Chicago.

was how important this University and
department were in the growth of women’s athletics in this country,” Athletics
Director Kyle Brennan said. “The women here in leadership positions fought
hard at a time when it certainly wasn’t
easy to get women more opportunities
to play the sports they love.”
Female students organized their own
sports at Illinois State as early as 1898,
when the first women’s basketball team
was featured in the yearbook. In 1919,
the Women’s Athletic Association was
formed with 18 charter members.
Varsity sports began to emerge
throughout the 1920s. Scott became

CIAW National Swimming and Diving
Championships in 1970. Two years
later, ISU hosted the first-ever Women’s
National Basketball Tournament inside
Horton Field House.
The rest of the 1970s saw the CIAW
become an institutional membership
organization called the Association for
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women
(AIAW). Women’s athletics became a
separate department overseen by Mabry.
She led the Redbirds into the NCAA era
at Illinois State.
Hutchison helped establish the regions and qualifying process for AIAW
tournaments. Her research helped

Phebe Scott

Laurie Mabry

Redbirds integral in
Title IX passage
Athletics has ample reason to celebrate
the upcoming 50th anniversary of Title
IX’s passage, as the transformational
law was implemented through the efforts of four pioneering ISU women.
Dr. Phebe Scott and Dr. Laurie Mabry
were two early Redbird leaders who
advocated for women in athletics in the
late 1960s and early 1970s. Their fight
was advanced by Jill Hutchison, M.S.
’69; and Dr. Linda Herman, M.S. ’72,
Ed.D. ’83.
All four advanced opportunities for
female athletes before Title IX was
enforced in 1972. It prohibits sex-based
discrimination in any school or other
education program that receives federal
money.
“One of the first things I learned
about Illinois State when getting here

Linda Herman

chair of Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance (HPERD) for
women. She led the nation into competitive sports for women through the
Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics
for Women (CIAW).
That paved the way for the 1969 softball team to compete in the first-ever
Women’s College World Series in Nebraska, and for ISU to host the inaugural

Jill Hutchison

change women’s basketball to full-court
competitions. She became ISU’s head
women’s basketball coach in 1970. Herman was an associate director and senior
women’s administrator in Athletics from
1982 to 2002, and in that role fought for
equitable resources.
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Students who needed medical care from the late 1920s through
1946 headed to the office of Dr. Rachel Merrill Cooper, who was the
University’s first physician. She was also head of Student Health
Services, which for decades remained in the building named in her
honor that still stands. Today health care is provided in the Student
Services Building that opened in 1992 at the corner of University
Street and College Avenue. Physicians, nurses, and physician assistants provide general medical care, consultations, immunizations,
and services that range from dietetics and lab work to psychiatric
care. There are on average 3,000 visits each month.

Pause Applause
for

Advocating to elevate others

Securing citizens’ safety

Supporting economic and cultural development within the
Hispanic community is a passionate commitment of Dr.
Leida Javier-Farrell, Ph.D. ’94. The Educational Administration and Foundations alumna also works to empower
women as an untapped resource. Co-founder of the Hispanic
American Business Association of the Gulf Coast, she is a lead
partner and president of Javier-Calametti LLC. The woman-owned business is involved in workforce and collaborative
business development. Strategic consulting services and
solutions are offered from hospitality to higher education and
international sales. A former vice president of student affairs
at a university in Puerto Rico, she resides in Mobile, Alabama.

More than 30 years of experience in state government public
health and emergency management positions prepared
Donald G. Kauerauf ’86 for his new role as director of the
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. The
occupational safety and health graduate previously served
as an assistant director of the Illinois Department of Public
Health. While there he developed a statewide structure to
improve communication between the department and local
public health agencies. Kauerauf directed the development
and implementation of the nation’s first statewide pandemic
influenza exercise while in that role. He was also chair of the
Illinois Terrorism Task Force.

Answering a higher call

Working for the White House

Pope Francis chose Father John Iffert ’88 as priest of the
Diocese of Covington, Kentucky. An economics and political science major, Iffert was a budget analyst. He prepared
for ministry at Mundelein Seminary, earning a master’s in
divinity. He was ordained into the priesthood in 1997, initially
serving in Southern Illinois. “I am astounded and deeply
grateful that Pope Francis has elected me to serve,” Iffert said.
“I am inspired by his vision of a church so deeply rooted in
relationship with Christ that we accompany the outcast, tend
the wounded, mourn with the brokenhearted, rejoice and
give thanks in every circumstance.”

President Joe Biden chose political science graduate Claudia
Chavez ’05 to serve as a White House liaison to the U.S. Department of Education. A distinguished alumna of the
Department of Politics and Government, Chavez held positions with Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel. She served as
deputy director for the mayor’s Legislative Council and Government Affairs. She was a member of the Education Agency
Review team for the President Joe Biden-Vice President
Kamala Harris transition, and worked on Biden’s presidential campaign as a Midwest deputy director. Chavez credits
her time at ISU for allowing her to explore and develop her
professional interests.
Fall 2021

STATE 11

A
Dayin the
Life
Krystina Wayne
motivates students of
color to be active outside.

Student groups enrich Redbird experience
by Ela Messina
With more than 400 registered student organizations
(RSOs) on campus, students have opportunities to explore
their interests, add hobbies, and engage in community service. The options grow annually, with several groups started
in the past year.
Senior geography major Krystina Wayne began hiking
during the quarantine. She discovered diversity-based groups
with a focus on the inclusion of Black, Indigenous, People of
Color (BIPOC) in outdoor recreation. This prompted her to
start Brown Boots at ISU, which focuses on getting students
of color involved in the outdoors.
“I think it’s important to have that space because everyone
comes from a different place and a different background,”
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Wayne said. She hopes to schedule a monthly outdoor event
such as kayaking or visiting a state park.
Sophomore Hailee Wilmoth is passionate about the representation of women in politics. The legal studies major started a campus chapter of IGNITE. The national organization
for women works to broaden their understanding of politics.
“I absolutely fell in love with what they stood for, and
everything they’ve been doing,” Wilmoth said. “When I found
that they have college chapters all around the country, I was
like, ‘This is perfect. This is definitely something that I want
to do.’”
The Illinois State chapter provides female students a space
to develop their skills and express their political interests. It

their history, and give back to Indigenous communities. All
students are welcome to join.
“It’s a lot of finding these people who are Native American
but don’t talk about it a lot because they think it might be
weird to ‘come out’ about their culture,” Muckintubbee said.
“A lot of people feel that way. They don’t want to lose friends
or be stereotyped because they’re Native American. That’s
something that we all face in marginalized groups.”

Jessica Ochoa is introducing students to Latin dance.

Jessica Ochoa, a junior elementary education-bilingual
studies major, started Redbirds en Ritmo to introduce Latin
dancing in a welcoming environment. Students learn and
perform several different Latin dance styles.
“We felt we needed more ways to support the diverse
groups that we have here on campus,” Ochoa said. Weekly
meetings involve a professional dance instructor teaching a

Nitakechi Muckintubbee works to strengthen Indigenous nations.

gives students the resources to become comfortable operating
in political and corporate environments through developmental workshops and guest speakers. A mentor program is
also available through the RSO that is open to all majors.
Nitakechi Muckintubbee (Choctaw and Chickasaw) wants
to build community and preserve the autonomy of Indigenous nations. He founded the Organizations of Indigenous
Autonomy (OIA), a national nonprofit working toward
self-sustainability and sovereignty within Native American,
Hispanic, and Pacific Islander communities.
A sophomore history education major, Muckintubbee
created a student organization called TRIBE (Teach, Revive,
Indigenize, Beautify, and Equalize). The RSO offers Indigenous students a space to celebrate their culture, learn about

Hailee Wilmoth helps women engage in politics.

dance for an hour, followed by an open dance session. Dancers of all levels are welcome, as the club is focused on social
dancing versus performances.
Regardless of the club, membership in a RSO enriches
the Redbird experience and makes the collegiate years
more memorable.
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Redbird Arena
Doug Collins treasures days at ISU
BY NICK ERICKSON

T

he script was there. The last pages were in Doug Collins’ hands.
In the spring of 1972, following a standout junior
year for the Illinois State men’s basketball team when
he averaged 32.6 points per contest, Collins’ homestate professional team came knocking. The Chicago Bulls
made it clear they were planning to draft Collins and offer
him a four-year contract.
The electrifying 6-foot-6 guard from small-town Benton
seemed destined to be the Bulls’ heir apparent to Jerry Sloan,
an eventual Hall of Famer also from downstate Illinois whom
Collins idolized.
Needing to mull over such a life decision, Collins drove to
Florida with good friend Don Franke ’71 during the spring
break holiday. The journey to the Sunshine State provided
clarity. While it could have been fairy tale-like to replace his
sports idol while staying close to home, Collins decided his
story at Illinois State needed completion. In addition to oncourt goals, including making the 1972 U.S. Olympic roster in
Munich, he wanted to finish his degree.
So Collins, one of the top college players and pro prospects in the entire country, returned for his senior year and
graduated in 1973. He’s eternally grateful for that decision.
In recent years, college basketball has become more springboard than landing spot for the nation’s most sought-after
draft picks. Players are eligible for the professional game at

age 19, meaning they can leave school after their freshman
season. With recently relaxed transfer rules, players are
switching schools at a rapid rate to maximize their exposure.
With name, image, and likeness battles going all the way
to the Supreme Court, some top basketball prospects have
elected to forgo college altogether and play in Europe or
enter the NBA’s developmental league before their draft
eligibility.
Collins didn’t have those options but he knows for certain
that had he left early, he wouldn’t be Illinois State’s all-time
leading scorer at 2,240 career points. He wouldn’t have
represented his country at the Olympic Games in Munich, as
going pro would have forfeited his required amateur status
for the world stage.
The court at Redbird Arena may not bear his name, and
there might not be a statue outside that same venue that he
shares with his coach, Will Robinson, who became the first
Black man to lead a Division I program. He also would have
forgone a year at a place that is so near and dear to him to
this day.
Collins wouldn’t write his life story any other way, and he
hopes players today realize the journey is not a race.
“I always tell people, don’t be in a hurry,” Collins said.
“Make sure you are prepared. You don’t get dropped onto a
mountain. You climb it. And in that climb, you become more
prepared to be able to meet the challenges of that.”
Fall 2021
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From left, Doug Collins and his wife, Kathy (Stieger), met while at ISU. He was the first recipient of a
full Redbird basketball scholarship. His years as an undergraduate were exceptional and included being
featured on the Sports Illustrated cover in January 1973 following his Olympic run. Fans filled Horton Field
House to see him play.
Collins, below, was initially drafted by the Philadelphia 76ers.

It helped that he enjoyed the view so much at Illinois State
on his way to basketball’s highest summit, as the Philadelphia 76ers selected Collins with the first overall pick a year
later in 1973.
Back on campus in June, Collins still basks in the memories made at ISU while earning a physical education degree.
He returned to be honored as a Lincoln Laureate, the highest
honor given in Illinois for professional achievement and
public service. The accolade is
one of many for Collins, who is a
Distinguished Alum inducted into
ISU’s Percy Family Athletics Hall
of Fame and the College Basketball
Hall of Fame.
While on campus, Collins took
his grandkids by Wilkins Hall,
where room 1016 was his first
home away from home. Every spot
on campus, he said, has a story
special to him. He remembers the
snowy walks on his way to McCormick Hall for anatomy and physiology courses. He met his wife, 1973
College of Education grad Kathy
(Stieger), at the University.
“Every time I come back on campus, I get an energy about
me, because everything that’s happened to me at Illinois State
has been great,” said Collins, whose connection to the University is made even sweeter by his decision to stay. “When I was
here, I couldn’t wait to wake up the next day because I just
felt myself growing as a person.”
His on-court prowess earned him unrivaled stardom at the
University and beyond. After his heroics in the Olympics—
where he would have had the game-winning free throws
in the gold medal game against the Soviet Union had it not
been for a famously controversial ending—Sports Illustrated
put him on the cover while dubbing him “The Backcourt
Magician.”
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Fans flocked to Horton Field House to see him play. As a
senior, he became the first and only first-team All-American
player at Illinois State, scoring 26.9 points per game and becoming the focal point of every team’s scouting report.
But he’s equally proud of being a first-team academic
All-American that season, taking his studies as seriously as
his scoring. “My message to young people is that you can do
both,” he said.
Being well-rounded has paid dividends, especially after injuries cut his professional playing career
short. In eight seasons, he was a four-time All-Star
and key member of a Sixers’ team that made it to the
1976 NBA Finals.
Collins remained heavily involved in the game.
He coached the Chicago Bulls and Michael Jordan
from 1986 to 1989. He also was the head coach for
the Detroit Pistons (1995-1998), the Washington
Wizards (2001-2003), and 76ers (2010-2013).
Collins then became one of the most respected
broadcasting voices in the industry, serving as an
analyst for CBS, NBC, TNT, TBS, and ABC/ESPN.
He was the voice of the U.S. men’s national basketball team at the Olympics, calling games for the gold
medal teams in 2008 and 2012.
“He meant a lot,” NBA superstar LeBron James
told the Cleveland Plain Dealer after the 2008 Olympics in
Beijing. “He gave us words of advice before we went across
the water. He was there with us the whole time. He was a big
part of it.”
Collins, who has been a senior advisor for the Bulls since
2017, hopes basketball players in today’s era of instant gratification can see value in the process. He worries players,
and young people in general, give up too quickly. While he
sees value in analytics, Collins believes they are only part of
the equation. He has yet to find an analytic, he said, that has
measured a person’s heart.
He wants to know how a player will react in the face of
adversity, an old acquaintance of his. It could have been so
easy for Collins to reach a breaking point throughout his

D

A memory from
the sidelines
oug Collins coached Michael Jordan for the Chicago Bulls from 1986-

1989. During that span, Jordan won an MVP, All-Star Game MVP, two

slam dunk contest championships, and three NBA scoring titles. Collins
also coached both of Jordan’s seasons with the Washington Wizards

from 2001-2003. Collins recalled a story about their time in Washington,
which spoke to Jordan’s one-of-a-kind and legendary tenacity.

Collins is remembered on campus with a sculpture of
himself and his Redbird head coach Will Robinson. It
was placed in summer 2009 at the north entrance to
Redbird Arena, which is home to Doug Collins Court.
It was named in his honor in 2007.

When I was coaching in Wash-

ington, Michael was 40 years old,
I think, at the time. We played In-

diana on the road. We’re down 25

going into the fourth quarter. I took
Michael out and I said to him, “I’m

own journey. The 1972 Olympic final is still
discussed in infamy. Injuries halted a playing
career that seemed destined for greatness. He
was fired from coaching multiple times. But
he chose to get up every time he was knocked
down.
“Gaging the heart of a person reveals where
true champions lie,” said Collins, who is
incredibly grateful for all of the opportunities
and experiences that orange ball has provided.
“I dreamed big, but never in my wildest
dreams did I ever think that this life that I’ve
lived would be there for me,” said Collins,
who now splits his time between Chicago
and Scottsdale, Arizona. “Never would have
dreamed it as a young kid of Benton, Illinois,
with 7,000 people as the son of a sheriff. I
mean, I grew up in the county jail.”
He still becomes a prisoner of the moment
the times he comes back to campus at a place
that, for four years, shaped his life. He felt a
personal pride giving people of Central Illinois
enjoyment and gave it all he had every night he
put on the Redbird uniform.
When people go to games on Doug Collins
Court—or walk by his statue on graduation
day—he wants them to know him as somebody
who put it out there and acted with integrity.
He also hopes they are as proud of him as he is
to be apart of the Redbird family.
“I hope they understand that this was a central part of me being the man I am today,” said
Collins, who can’t tell his own story without
Illinois State. Likewise, the University can no
longer tell its story without Collins. It’s a fairy
tale sure to withstand the test of time.

not gonna put you back in unless I
think we got a chance to win this

game because we have to fly back

to Washington and we have to play
New Jersey.”

New Jersey at that time was

a team that had just been in the

NBA Finals. Little did I know that

Michael had scored eight points in

that game. I didn’t put him back in
the game so that broke a streak of
866 games with points in double

As a NBA coach of four professional teams,
Collins experienced many memorable
moments. He appreciated partnering with
exceptionally talented players, including
Michael Jordan. Photo by SHAWN THEW/AFP
via Getty Images

figures. So now the media is going

“How is Michael going to react to this? Are you worried?” And I said, “No, I’m not
worried. I know Michael. I know who he is. Michael doesn’t care about scoring 10

points. He’s got six championships, gold medals, that’s not what he’s about. He’s
about winning.” Michael said the same thing afterwards in his press conference.

So, I’m sitting on the bus and Michael gets on the bus. He sits down next to me

and he said, “Do you think I can still play?” We look at each other eye to eye and I

say “Absolutely, Michael. You know me. That’s why I’m with you. I’m here to help
you build something.” And he said, “You know, if you’re going to be my coach,

you’ve got to trust and believe in me.” I said, “Michael, I do to the max.” And he

said, “I know you do. What you did tonight was the right thing to do. I didn’t care
about that.”

We go back to Washington at 3:30 in the morning. He and I stayed in the same

building. At 8 o’clock that morning, my wife goes down to do an aerobics class.
Michael is down lifting weights, soaking wet with sweat. Age 40. He’s getting

ready to play New Jersey. So now we play New Jersey. First three possessions of

the game he scores. (Nets coach) Byron Scott takes a timeout. Michael comes over
to the bench and says, “Coach we don’t have to run any plays tonight. Just give
me the ball. And don’t take me out ‘till I tell you.”

OK, so two minutes to go in the game and we are up by 20, and he says “OK,

I’ve had enough.” I take him out. I said, “Michael, what was going on?” He said,
“Well, the guy who was guarding me told me his back was hurt. It was hurting

him. Don’t ever tell me your weakness.” Secondly, he looked at me and said, “I

told you I could still play.” And I said, “And I told you I believed in you.” He scored
51 points. The next game he had 45.

When LeBron (James) passed him this year for most consecutive games with

double figure points, I texted Michael and I apologized to him once again. I said,
“Michael, I’m sorry that I broke that record. You would have kept that.” And he

texts me right back and he said, “That record doesn’t mean anything to me. What
meant something to me was that you helped make me a better player.” And I will
be forever grateful for that. Those are the rewards you get as a coach.

Historical campus photos courtesy of Dr. JoAnn
Rayfield Archives, Illinois State University
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Welcomed without worry
Transfer students
embraced
at ISU
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by Susan Marquardt Blystone
Something very subtle and successful has happened in the
Office of Admissions. Staff have implemented academic
policies, created a system of partnerships, and established an
outreach plan so effective that enrollment has shifted. Today
one in three students attending ISU is a transfer.
Nearly half of those graduating each year transferred to
Illinois State, which is one of only 11 schools nationally to be
recognized by Phi Theta Kappa Transfer Honor Roll annually
since its start in 2016. The designation identifies four-year
institutions that offer exemplary support for community
college transfers.
Illinois can boast of transfer success overall. The state
leads the nation in the rate of bachelor’s degree completion
by community college students who go on to attend a four-

Illinois community colleges. ISU’s website details courses
year school. Within the state, ISU is a clear leader in connectneeded to transfer and how the process works.
ing with transfer students.
Another contract in place is the Illinois Articulation Initiative.
The University enrolls approximately 2,200 transfers
The statewide agreement among most four-year higher educaannually, with 81 percent coming from community colleges.
tion schools and all two-year institutions specifies what general
About a third have an associate’s degree, nearly a fourth
education courses will transfer in specific areas of study includare from an under-represented group, and 21 percent are
ing math, the sciences, humanities, and communications.
first-generation college students. The cohort has an 89.9
Even with these contracts in place, communication with
percent retention rate.
community college advisors and high school counselors is
“Transfers are becoming a more important population,
critically important throughout the year. Admissions provides
and ISU has its finger on the pulse,” said Samantha Meranda
updates and showcases facility improvements each year for
’10, assistant director of transfer recruitment in Admissions.
these influential stakeholders.
She has seen the commitment to the cohort intensify. There
Perhaps most important is getting prospective students to
are now three people dedicated to working with transfers in
campus. They are welcomed for transfer campus visits, which
Admissions. They all communicate that the different path is
are offered weekly. These include an Admissions presentaunderstood and respected.
tion and a tour given by an undergraduate who also trans“For many students, it’s a financial decision. During the
ferred. They learn of financial assistance available,
pandemic, there were those who wanted
including up to $3,000 total for two years
to stay closer to home. Others are still
“It’s always
through the automatic Transfer Student
undecided and recognize communiencouraging to hear
Scholarship. Eligible students must meet
ty college is a good way to explore
our process for transfer
grade point average requirements.
options,” Meranda said.
students works well.”
“We have Transfer Registration and
The Admissions team lets these
Orientation Days that are unique. We offer
students know ISU has created an easy
them alongside current student registration so that
path for completion of an undergraduate degree.
our transfers have the same course options as our current
“We work to debunk the transfer misconceptions that credits
students,” Meranda said, noting University College coordiwon’t transfer, scholarships won’t be available, living on camnates the events.
pus or studying abroad won’t be an option, and it will take
Social activities for transfer students are offered when
more than four years to finish,” Meranda said.
the fall semester begins, and there are two transfer-specifISU representatives reach students as early as their junior
ic registered student organizations. One is Tau Sigma, an
year of high school to make them aware of Redbird Promise,
honorary society based on academic performance. The other,
the University’s guaranteed admission program. It eases the
Transfer Redbirds, helps students acclimate
worries of students and their parents as they look beyond
to campus.
the community college years. Redbird Promise states that
students who complete an associate’s degree with a minimum
2.4 grade point average will be accepted.
The agreement is in place with all 48
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“The purpose is to connect students with members of the
University, different programs and resources, and advocate
for the needs of transfer students,” said Morgan Johnson ’17,
who is the group’s staff advisor. Having transferred to ISU
from Carl Sandburg College in Galesburg, she understands
the challenges of integrating into the University.
“I know as a transfer student, I initially felt like the odd
man out,” Johnson said. “There can be false negative connotations that come from transferring, including the mindset that
community college students couldn’t get into a four-year school.”
Johnson also knows that transfers may wonder if they
will get the same attention as incoming freshmen. “We want
them to know they are seen and have the resources to be
successful.” Examples include a transfer student seminar and
the EMERGE Transfer Student Leadership Program. The
eight-week session provides opportunities for leadership
engagement, education, and development both personally
and professionally.

“I had heard good
things about how easy it
is to transfer.”
All efforts stem from understanding transfer students’
experiences. That knowledge comes in part through the
Transfer Council, which includes representatives across campus—from Housing and Financial Aid to academic colleges.
“The group meets monthly to discuss the challenges transfer students face, the resources they need, and how we can
improve,” Meranda said. It’s consequently not surprising that
ISU “has gained the reputation of doing a good job working
with transfer students.”
Madison Koustas was well aware of Illinois State as a student at Black Hawk College. “I had heard good things about
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how easy it is to transfer. My school promoted ISU too,”
said Koustas, who stayed close to her hometown of Geneseo
after high school. “I always knew I wanted to come to ISU.
Knowing I would get in and everything would transfer eased
my first two years.”
Now a senior history education major and tour guide in the
Admissions office, she has no regrets but plenty of gratitude.
“As a transfer, it’s intimidating. If you live off campus, it’s not
as easy to make connections,” she said. “But ISU made it a
seamless transition, and I got comfortable very quickly. I’ve
been able to get involved without living on campus.”
That’s the kind of experience Director of Admissions Jeff
Mavros, M.S. ’06, is determined to create for all transfer students.

“We do a better job of this than
some of our peers, and the
results speak for themselves.”
“It’s always encouraging to hear our process for transfer students works well,” he said. “When we talk to this group, we commend their decision and emphasize that their degree will say
Illinois State just as it does for those who enroll as freshmen.”
Mavros is proud of his staff and the University’s overall
commitment to transfer students, noting recruitment and retention is the job of everyone on campus. While other schools
take a more passive approach, he anticipates that ISU’s active
process to enroll transfer students will continue and improve.
“We make transferring easy to understand, and we attempt
to eliminate barriers and alleviate concerns. We want our
transfers to go to their community college with a plan, knowing they can finish a degree at Illinois State,” Mavros said.
“We do a better job of this than some of our peers, and the
results speak for themselves.”

Colleges remove transfer student obstacles
Transfer students who come to ISU
are guaranteed admission to the
University through Redbird Promise,
however, that does not mean they will
be automatically enrolled in a desired
major. Some academic programs have
additional requirements that must
be met, which is why more work has
been done at the college level to make
programs accessible.
The College of Education (COE), for
example, collaborated with Chicago
Public Schools and the City Colleges of
Chicago on the Teach Chicago Tomorrow teacher pipeline initiative, which is
part of a long-term strategy to prepare
teachers for Chicago schools. Students
transfer to Illinois State after completing
an associate’s degree at a Chicago community college.
COE also has articulation agreements with community colleges in
Chicago, Peoria, and rural areas in central Illinois. The result is a smooth and
transparent pathway to completing a
teaching degree at ISU.
Mennonite College of Nursing
(MCN) is among ISU’s most competitive programs, with approximately
1,600 freshman applicants annually for
150 openings.
Enrollment averages around 800,
with 25 percent of the spots
kept open for students
transferring in as a junior to
the pre-licensure program.

One option for community college
transfers is the Pathways Program,
which exists because of partnerships
MCN has created with 17 community
colleges across the state. Students have
dual admission to the college’s online
RN to BSN program when they are
enrolled in the nursing sequence at
a community college and have been
accepted at ISU.

“We develop a relationship
with the directors of the
community college nursing
program and work with
them for recruitment of
their students to MCN.”
Transfer requires completion of the
associate’s degree in nursing with a
C average and a passing grade on the
national licensure exam. MCN will
hold a student’s application for two
years. The bachelor’s degree can be
completed in 12 months with full-time
attendance or 24 months if done parttime. The program is fully online.
A second option is dual enrollment,
which allows students who are completing a two-year nursing degree to
start working toward a bachelor’s degree by taking courses through MCN
simultaneously. There are 13 community college partnerships in place for
this online program.

Dr. Catherine Miller played a leading role in creating the agreements
when she served as interim dean for
the college from 2014 to 2016. She was
also on the nursing faculty at Heartland Community College, where she
served 11 years as associate dean of the
nursing program prior to joining MCN
in 2010 as associate dean for academics.
Retired from MCN, she continues in
the role of external partnership liaison
for the college, working with Dean
Judy Neubrander in pursuing additional community college partnerships
and updating those in place.
“We develop a relationship with the
directors of the community college
nursing program and work with them
for recruitment of their students to
MCN,” Miller said. “We want students
to go on to get the bachelor’s degree.
That is what is important for the nursing profession.”
Miller is pleased with MCN’s efforts,
noting former President Larry Dietz
joined her and Neubrander for the
signing of agreements at community
colleges to celebrate the partnership.
Students are the ultimate beneficiary
because they are able to complete a
degree that empowers them to provide
better care and advance in their field.
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by Nick Erickson
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D

istinguished Alum Donald McHenry ’57 never worked for the president who said “Speak softly
but carry a big stick.” But during his life as an international diplomat, where he’s partnered with other
presidents, McHenry has lived out Theodore Roosevelt’s famous approach to foreign policy.
Serving as deputy U.S. representative to the United Nations Security Council in 1979, McHenry spent
two years leading to the successful negotiation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 435. It
became the basis of the settlement of the then 32-year dispute between the United Nations and South
Africa over the independence of Namibia in Southern Africa.
McHenry subsequently became widely known as the principal negotiator during a 72-hour standoff
with the Soviet Union at Kennedy Airport in New York, de-escalating what could have become a major
dispute.
Soon after, President Jimmy Carter appointed the East St. Louis native as the United States Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the U.N. because of his use of caution, precision, and ability to
Fall 2021

STATE 23

choose words carefully. Those characteristics made McHenry
an invaluable player at the table in U.S. foreign diplomacy for
decades.
He is one of the best orators to ever step foot on Illinois
State’s campus. The Kappa Delta fraternity confirmed his
excellence by naming him the country’s most outstanding
collegiate debater in 1957. McHenry, however, believes actions speak louder than words and that the United States has
historically persuaded by example.
He is troubled that current rhetoric is affecting the credibility of the country abroad, noting that we cannot successfully encourage other nations to pursue shared governance,
human rights, and civic participation if we are not practicing
each at home.
“I have always been concerned with the tendency of many
to describe the United States as the ‘indispensable nation,’”
McHenry said. “We don’t need to tell people. They will recognize our importance by our policies and our actions.”
Perhaps the country could follow McHenry’s own life
example, where his body of work has spoken for him. That
all started as a student leader at Illinois State. He was heavily
involved in forming the local NAACP chapter, later serving as
the campus president.
He helped address discriminatory housing and business
policies in Bloomington-Normal during the 1950s, a crucial
time for race relations in the United States. A social science
graduate, he was captain of the debate team that went toe-totoe with some of the top schools in the United States.
McHenry appreciated the education and experience the
University provided him, believing it helped pave the way
for a career on the world stage. The feeling is mutual, as the
campus proudly welcomed him back when he received the

“

Donald McHenry, shown in the 1957 Index, when chosen while an
undergraduate as “the outstanding debater in the United States as
announced at the Nebraska Invitational Tournament.”

otal time in geopolitical history highlighted by the Iranian
hostage crisis, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, and the
continued conflict in the Middle East.
McHenry, who began his global politics ascension at the
State Department in 1963, fears debating has taken on an

In some way, we have to be sure that this more
informed population can assimilate the information that
is available to them in a way that’s not disruptive.
Lincoln Laureate, the state’s highest honor for professional
achievement and public service during the summer.
“I was very pleased with the framework Illinois State
provided. It was an excellent grounding for me,” McHenry
said, adding the he learned while at ISU the importance of
preparation.
The debate team taught him to be an expert on his own
point of view, as well as the counter argument. He appreciated the slow, reasoned exchange of views and ideas and soon
realized that listening is just as important as speaking.
That mindset gave him the confidence to negotiate with
people of power later in his career, especially at such a piv-
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entertainment element in today’s world, where the lines
between negotiation and affirmation blur. He is also concerned that a 24-hour news cycle has made it easier to be
misinformed.
“When there is a disagreement on basic facts, it is much
more difficult—and dangerous—to even discuss policy either
at home or abroad,” he said. “In some way, we have to be sure
that this more informed population can assimilate the information that is available to them in a way that’s not disruptive,” said McHenry, who believes diplomats, politicians, and
leaders can be both team players and people of principle—
even in polarizing times.

One of many memorable moments for McHenry while serving on the U.N. Security Council was voting for a resolution calling on Iran to release
U.S. prisoners in 1979.

He is walking proof of that, as McHenry went on leavewithout-pay from the State Department in 1971 after expressing his disagreement with the United States’ involvement in
Vietnam and Southeast Asia.
“You can believe that you will always be in complete agreement with what is decided,” McHenry said. “The question is
to what extent you are involved or identified with a particular
policy and how close that policy comes to your own personal
principles. If the policy crosses that line or comes so close
that you believe you cannot in good conscience be part of it,
you have an obligation to leave.”
McHenry’s decision not to stay silent because of career
consequences opened the door for other opportunities, while
also allowing him to stay true to himself. During his time
away from the State Department, he joined various think
tanks in New York City and Washington, D.C.
He also started teaching classes at Georgetown University,
where he is Distinguished Professor Emeritus in the Practice
of Diplomacy at the Walsh School of Foreign Service. He
taught as well at Southern Illinois University, Howard University, and American University.
After resigning from the State Department in 1973,
McHenry took a position at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace where he focused on humanitarian policy
studies. During the election of 1976, he served on a foreign
affairs advisory group in the Carter campaign and following
the election, served on the foreign affairs transition team led
by incoming Secretary of State Cyrus Vance.

At the urging of Vance—who described McHenry as “extraordinarily able”—McHenry was appointed as Ambassador
and Deputy U.S. Representative on the United Nations Security Council until 1979, when President Carter appointed him
Permanent Representative of the United States to the United
Nations, succeeding Andrew Young.
Now age 85, McHenry has slowed but stays active as a
member of the Global Leadership Foundation, the American
Ditchley Foundation, the Brookings Institution, the Advisory
Committee of the Ford Foundation International Fellows Program, and the Council on Foreign Relations. He also remains
involved in higher education and has spent the past two years
launching the McHenry Fellows Program at Georgetown.
He’s encouraged by young people showing a dedication
to equality and human rights, and is confident that they are
more receptive to differences than ever before. He hopes that
selfless mindset from future leaders and decision makers can
get the country back to leading by example.
In an era where people are more informed and well traveled than ever before, McHenry urges young people to find
their niche, have confidence in their abilities, and use their
skills to leave the world better than they found it.
The words of wisdom are meant for Illinois State students
and alums as well. After all, it will be up to future generations
to continue moving the stick forward with actions, not words.
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Ted Lasso

alum’s surprise
comedy success
is

by Amanda Layne

B

rendan Hunt ’96 remembers a School of Theatre
lesson: “Never be thinking of yourself too much in
any project. Always serve the piece.” He keeps that
mentality as co-creator of the Apple TV+ sports comedydrama Ted Lasso and a star in the show.
The program that debuted in August 2020 follows American college football coach Ted Lasso leading a fictional English Premier League team, AFC Richmond. The characters
are based on NBC Sports commercials from 2013 featuring
Hunt and former Saturday Night Live cast member Jason
Sudeikis.
The two act in the show they developed with Bill Lawrence
and Joe Kelly. Sudeikis is Ted Lasso and Hunt plays Coach
Beard, who is Lasso’s best friend and assistant. Both were
nominated for Emmys this year, with Sudeikis winning for
Outstanding Actor in a Comedy Series. The show captured
seven awards total, including Outstanding Comedy Series.
“The original idea is it’s a rootin’ tootin’ American college
football coach who becomes coach of an English Premier soccer team, despite the fact that he knows nothing about soccer
and even less about England,” Hunt said.
26

STATE

Fall 2021

“Because it’s such a ridiculous premise, we tried to make
everything around it as legitimate as possible, so real characters having real issues, but we keep coming back to this silly
concept, so we like to think that it keeps the comedy a little
richer.”
The cast never expected the show to gain the popularity
and fan base it has when the series premiered last summer.
It was renewed for a second season within 10 days of season
one being released. Production for season three is expected to
begin in January.
Hunt enjoys playing the coach who is distinctly different
from his personality. “My character doesn’t talk much, he
stays in the background and waits to speak when needed
because he’s just trying to serve the piece,” Hunt said. “I’m
very different from my character in that my character hardly
speaks, and I’m a loquacious blabbermouth.”
He previously performed with the improv comedy group
Boom Chicago, which took Hunt to Amsterdam. He met
Sudeikis and Kelly there, and developed a love of soccer.
“In 1999, you couldn’t stream things,” Hunt said. “Being
slightly too much of a sports fan, there was a hole to fill.

Reflecting on Illinois State

Brendan Hunt, left, plays an assistant to the head coach, center,
played by Jason Sudeikis in the comedy Ted Lasso. Brett Goldstein, right, has the role of an aging player on the hit show that
Hunt helped create. Photo courtesy of Apple TV+

When you’re in Europe, soccer is ready to pounce on you. I
became a bit of a zealot and tried to learn everything I could
about it.”
Hunt grew up on Chicago’s North Side near Wrigley Field.
Since the seventh grade, he has been drawn to the performing
arts. “There was really never any indication that I would ever
do anything else,” he said, recalling performances going back
to his junior high and high school days.
Despite an admission of once having terrible stage fright,
Hunt was drawn to Illinois State for its stellar theatre program. He completed degrees in acting and lighting design.
While an undergraduate, he founded the Theatre of Ted as a
registered student organization. It offers students a space to
perform anything from slam poetry to stand-up comedy every
Saturday at midnight, free of the scrutiny of their professors.
Professor of Acting and Voice Connie DeVeer and Hunt
were both in their rookie years at Illinois State in 1989—
DeVeer as a faculty member, and Hunt as a student. She
taught one of Hunt’s first college courses, basic acting.
“Brendan did a lot when he was here. He was very busy—
just hungry to learn and get as much out of things as he
could,” DeVeer said. “Brendan seizes the irony of life, he
seizes the contradictions in people, and he has this incredible
ability to put it in a context that’s very understandable, quite
moving and hilarious.”
Hunt was also involved with the Illinois Shakespeare
Festival, going from a carpenter to an actor. The experiences proved fun and valuable for Hunt, except for when he
sprained his ankle playing basketball right before the 1996
summer season opened.
“Three days later we opened the festival, and I was wearing
an air cast under my Shakespearean tights,” Hunt said, recalling with gratitude the time he spent at ISU. He authored the
play The Art Couple based on his Illinois State experiences.
“I miss those days, knowing full well you can’t go back, but
they were really incredible days spent with really incredible
people,” said Hunt, who now lives in Los Angeles. “None of us
would be whoever we are without them.”

Brendan Hunt, right, in Twelfth Night during Illinois
Shakespeare Festival’s 1996 season.

Hunt with Jenny Rosenberg ’99 in the School of Theatre
and Dance’s production of Now Look What You Made Me Do
by Marie Clements in 1995.

Hunt returned to
Illinois State in 2009
to do some improv
with students in the
Theatre of Ted, which
he co-founded in 1990.

Photos by Pete Guither

Fall 2021

STATE 27

28

STATE

Fall 2021

DO SUSPICIOUS EMAILS FROM
UNKNOWN SENDERS MAKE YOU NERVOUS?
CAN YOU SWIPE YOUR CREDIT CARD OR MAKE
ONLINE PURCHASES WITHOUT WORRYING YOUR
FINANCIAL INFORMATION AND IDENTITY ARE
AT RISK BECAUSE A COMPANY’S DATABASE
MAY BE HACKED?

S

uch anxiety is commonplace and understandable given
cybersecurity crime rises as technology is increasingly
incorporated into our everyday lives. The scope and
consequences of such criminal acts is staggering.
Cybersecurity Ventures predicts cybercrime will cost $6
trillion globally this year, with that number expected to reach
$10.5 trillion annually in just four years. The firm, which is
the world’s leading researcher on the global cyber economy,
also warns that ransomware damages will climb to $265
billion annually by 2031.
Thankfully there are experts to combat the threat. Some
of these next-generation specialists are preparing to fight
cybercrime in an Illinois State program that is rapidly
growing to help meet an enormous need.
Nasdaq revealed in a report on the shortage of cybersecurity
professionals released in May that 3.1 million additional
employees are needed globally, with the U.S. short nearly
890,000 workers. The result of these vacancies is increased
risk for companies and consumers, and exceptional career
opportunities.
There are approximately 400 students enrolled in ISU’s
relatively new cybersecurity undergraduate major offered
through the School of Information Technology in the College
of Applied Science and Technology (CAST). The program
began as a sequence in 2007, was elevated to a degree in 2016,
and has quickly gained prestige.

The fact ISU excels in preparing future leaders for the
field is confirmed by the University’s designation by the
National Security Agency as a National Center of Academic
Excellence in Cyber Defense. Tied to Illinois State’s Center
for Cybersecurity Research and Education, the honor
places the campus among leading institutions in the U.S.
for cybersecurity education.
The center within the school promotes research and
education to protect people, infrastructure, business, and
institutions from a range of threats and attacks. Part of
that prevention involves gaining a better understanding of
cybersecurity threats and developing strategies to minimize
consequences of attacks. That mission fits perfectly with
the focus of the degree, which emphasizes security basics,
cryptography, ethical hacking, security defenses, and forensics.
Overseeing both the hands-on academic program and
the center’s research initiatives is Dr. Shaoen Wu, who is
the inaugural State Farm Endowed Chair of Cybersecurity.
The prestigious position was established by State Farm
Insurance Companies as part of a $3 million investment in
the University’s cybersecurity initiatives.
“I was so thrilled to be offered this endowed position
and am grateful to State Farm,” said Wu, who explains that
the gift provides the support necessary to plan without the
worry of securing grants before starting initiatives. He brings
plenty of enthusiasm and the needed expertise to take ISU’s
program forward.
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Dr. Shaoen Wu enjoys mentoring students as part of his work as
the State Farm Endowed Chair of Cybersecurity. Evan Hazzard,
a junior computer science major, is mentored by Wu.

A native
of China, Wu
completed an
undergraduate and master’s
degree before working three
years with Lucent Technologies—the No. 1
telecommunication company in the world. He came to the
U.S. for his doctoral work, completing a Ph.D. in computer
science and software engineering at Auburn University in
Alabama.
“I chose industry first and worked as a scientist
at ADTRAN for one year,” Wu said. “That
confirmed my passion for academia. I like
to talk to students and especially share my
experience and observations.”
He did both while at the University of
Southern Mississippi and later Ball State
University, where he was the director of
the Security and Software Engineering
Research Center.
He left that position to join Illinois State,
arriving with an impressive research record.
Wu’s work has been supported by the National Science
Foundation, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
Cisco, Lockheed Martin, Intel, Dell, and others.
Published in numerous scholarly journals, Wu’s research
focuses in part on cyber and information security, artificial
intelligence (AI), and the Internet of Things (IoT). The term
refers to objects such as embedded sensors that connect
devices and exchange data. One common IoT example is
Alexa, the virtual assistant used in myriad homes. Such
technology is continually under production and eagerly
embraced by consumers, intensifying security challenges.
“Cybersecurity is not a new field.” Wu said. “But it has
increasingly become active on the agenda of every industry
because more and more devices are introduced. Each new
device creates a new surface of potential security problems.”

Artificial intelligence is one example Wu cites as to why
research and discovery must remain a priority in the field,
as crime has escalated from hacks caused by careless
individual user behavior to sophisticated breaches of
systems by criminals who are also AI experts.
ISU prepares graduates to counter the crooks by teaching
students to monitor systems, assess risks, and implement
solutions already discovered. “The other aspect is creating
those solutions, which could take years. This is where
research in cybersecurity is crucial. There are always new
problems and different attacks that require better solutions.”
Beyond the classroom, ISU is equipping students to enter
the workforce by having them participate in research with
faculty and compete in activities that sharpen their skills,
such as the National Collegiate Cyber Defense Competition.
They attend security conventions including CyberCon to
gain knowledge from respected professionals and security
corporations. The Security Club, a registered student
organization on campus, allows students in the major to
form a strong peer network.
The University’s program will only improve with time.
Excited to have four professors and 14 students already
involved in the center, Wu envisions expanding
faculty and student scholarship. His desire is to
create more research opportunities to involve
students and establish a collaborative
outreach in the community. He is
especially eager for such opportunities
with K-12 students in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics courses.
He expects to soon increase the teaching
faculty from three to five, and is excited that
the program is now consolidated in a newly
created space at Julian Hall.
Wu is confident the University has the
resources and commitment to continue
meeting a universal need for cybersecurity
experts. He is not deterred by the
daunting deficiency in workers or
the scope of the financial losses
internationally. Instead Wu
stands on his Christian faith
as he pursues his passion
to prepare young people
who will be ready to
bridge that treacherous
gab between the
convenience of
technology and
ever-present risks.

“THERE ARE ALWAYS
NEW PROBLEMS AND
DIFFERENT ATTACKS THAT
REQUIRE BETTER
SOLUTIONS.”
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If measured
as a country,
cybercrime’s

$6 TRILLION

global cost in 2021 would
be the world’s third largest
economy after the
U.S. and China.

$

!

Global
cybercrime
damage costs

$190,000
$11.4 MILLION
a second and

a minute in
2021.

The cost of
ransomware, which
infects devices until
a ransom is paid,
is estimated to reach

CYBER THREATS

are now a concern for
transportation networks,
power grids, and the
health care system.

X

$20 BILLION
this year. It was
$325 million
in 2015.

STATE FARM GIFT SPARKS NEW FACILITY
As one of the most high-tech majors on campus,
the cybersecurity program needs a cutting-edge space
for learning and teaching. Illinois State has provided just
that by using a portion of the $3 million State Farm Insurance
Companies gift to create a new facility at Julian Hall.

Classes that were scattered throughout Old Union previously are
now consolidated in 26,000 gross square feet that had been a parking
lot. The $6 million project that was completed in May provides three
classrooms with moveable partitions, two smart rooms for collaboration,
an additional conference room, restrooms, and a lobby.
Converting a parking garage into academic space was challenging work
that consisted of demolishing the entire parking level. The facility was
built in time for the semester’s start and students returning to in-person
classes in August.
“Many students are still amazed we have such a space,” said Dr. Shaoen
Wu, the State Farm Endowed Chair of Cybersecurity. “Thanks to State
Farm, we had part of the funding for a new facility.”
Both faculty and students are thrilled to be teaching and learning in the
space with telecommunications data systems, monitors, and projectors.
“This new facility provides the latest technologies and space to train
our cybersecurity workforce of very demanded skills,” Wu said. “This
facility also provides our program in outreach to support external units
like Bloomington-Normal STEM Club (BNSTEM) to have activities
at ISU here.
He is grateful, noting the program now has the physical resources
to continue its growth and meet the challenges of educating
future cybersecurity professionals.
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AlumniReport

Reflections of centennial Homecoming celebration

A

lumni

and friends of Illinois State were eager to participate in Homecoming on campus this year after
 the annual event was virtual this past spring because
of the coronavirus (COVID-19). Events held October 11-17
drew an enthusiastic group eager to celebrate Homecoming’s
centennial year.
The 100th anniversary began with the Student Kick-off in
the Bone Student Center and the lighting of trees in Uptown
Normal. Staff in Alumni Engagement scheduled activities that
reflected rich traditions and captured the University’s vibrant
future.
From the Half Century Club gathering to campus groups
competing in the annual Redbird Rumble, a blood drive, and
affinity group reunions, the week was filled with a renewal of
friendships and support for ISU. The Black Colleagues Association, for example, raised $30,673 in scholarship funds.
“Our 100th Homecoming week was a tremendous success. It was wonderful to see the Redbird community come
together again to celebrate one of the richest traditions at
Illinois State University,” said Alumni Engagement Executive
32
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Director Kris Harding, M.S. ’94.
Highlights once again included the crowning of alumni
king and queen, with Carl Kasten ’66 and Lynda Lane ’66 capturing the title. Read more about them on page 36. A Town
and Gown 5K and 1-mile walk/run started a full day of activity on Saturday before the parade wound through campus and
Uptown Normal. A crowd lining the streets cheered as the
Big Red Marching Machine performed under a sunny sky.
President Terri Goss Kinzy participated in her first Homecoming, riding in the parade with her husband, Scott, in an
electric truck produced by Rivian. The company has a plant
based in Normal. Tailgating was equally popular prior to the
football game against North Dakota State University. Approximately 13,000 fans filled Hancock Stadium.
“Alumni returned to campus from across the globe to
laugh, reminisce, and reconnect with one another,” Harding
said. “The Redbird spirit was strong and that is what makes
this University special! Homecoming 2021 will be one that we
remember for a long time. We can’t wait for next year when
we ‘Celebrate Red’ October 10-16.”

1940s

Phyllis (Rust) Perry ’49 taught physical edu-

cation for 25 years; she enjoys playing golf;
resides in Utica, New York.

1950s

Rita (Madsen) Requa ’56 is retired after

teaching 35 years; resides in a retirement home
in Edmonds, Washington.
Evelyn (Eastman) Starwalt ’58 retired from

teaching physical education to K-4 students;
resides in Neoga.

Love’s Gamble; worked on Capitol Hill, taught
English and journalism; founded wedding
consultant business; has two sons and resides
with her husband, Thomas, in Brookeville,
Maryland.
Arden (Leiter) Jepsen McElroy ’68, M.S.

’70, retired after teaching 39 years; became an

antique artist and dealer; is the featured artist
at the Eastside Artists Gallery in Frederick,
Maryland, where she resides.
Julianne Peterson ’68 retired after teaching

38 years in Illinois; resides in Sun City Center,
Florida.
Patricia (Daley) Burke ’69 retired from Contra

1960s

Costa County as director of communications
and media; in formation with the Discalced
Carmelite Secular; teaching confirmation classes; resides in Brentwood, California.

ISU’s College of Education; supervised student
teachers at University High School; worked
as an academic advisor; enjoyed tutoring his
grandchildren online during the pandemic;
resides in Floresville, Texas.

Barb (Colberg) Perignon ’69 retired after
teaching nearly 33 years; enjoys time with three
grandchildren; resides with her husband, Lee,
in Plainfield.

Bonnie (Blundstone) Bernardi ’64, M.S. ’72,

as a professor of special education; remains in
touch with friends from Hamilton Hall freshman year; her husband, Lyle ’73, M.S. ’80,
retired as staff in industrial technology; couple
resides in Nokomis, Florida.

Richard Nimz ’62 is retired after teaching in

is retired from teaching art; resides in Normal.
Gail Kappel (Peistrup) Kepner ’64 is retired;
authored the book A House Divided: A Story
of Survival under her grandmother’s name of
Katherine Rose Kreher; resides with her husband, James, in Libertyville.
Fern (Ensminger) Noth ’64 is retired from

teaching choral music and business education;
resides with her husband, Theron, in Tavernier,
Florida.
Thomas Grites ’66, M.S. ’67, retired after

more than 50 years in higher education; published extensively in areas of academic advising, transfer students, and student retention;
inducted into ISU’s College of Education Hall
of Fame; resides in Absecon, New Jersey.
Marcia (Rohrer) Howen ’67, M.S. ’74, has

been retired 20 years; taught at Lincoln Community High School 34 years; resides with her
husband, Larry, in Lincoln.
Helen (Copeland) Willis ’67 became a textile

artist after a career in special education; retired
as director of Children’s Services for an Ohio
County Board of MRDD; exhibited art quilts of
images, memorials and tributes to the heroes of
9/11 at Woodbourne Library in Dayton, Ohio;
resides in Troy, Ohio.
Ramon Daniels ’68 retired from Florists’
Mutual Insurance Company; resides with his
wife, Mary, in Glen Carbon.
Joyce (Armstrong) McClay ’68 is an author of

two books; Georgia Romance Writers’ Maggie
Award winner in long contemporary romance;
runner-up in Romance Writer’s of America’s
long contemporary romance; recent book is

Paula Smith ’69, M.S. ’71, retired from ISU

University-Edwardsville; resides with her husband, William, in Surprise, Arizona.
Janice (Blume) Gawczynski ’72 retired from

the Village of Flossmoor as assistant finance
director; resides with her husband, Dennis, in
Chicago Heights.
Howard Kloepper ’72, M.S. ’74, is the busi-

ness manager for BAC Musical Instruments
LLC; resides in Kansas City, Missouri.
Carol Anderson ’73 is retired from working as

a registered nurse; resides in Dahinda.
Ray Kelley ’73 is retired after 35 years in

technical sales of environmental sampling
and testing instrumentation; for 20 years has
worked as a line umpire in professional tennis
tournaments; worked major ATP and WTA
tournaments in U.S.; worked 18 U.S. Open
matches; resides with his wife, Tori, in Ann
Arbor, Michigan.
Kathleen (Lewis) Moon ’73 retired from

teaching special education; resides with her
husband, Michael, in Rialto, California.

1970s

Marianne (MacKenzie) Benson ’70, M.S.

’87, retired from teaching preschool; also
worked as a speech and language therapist in a
public school; met her husband, James ’69, at
ISU; couple is celebrating 53 years of marriage
and resides in Tremont.
Ray Bruzan, M.S. ’70, authored the book
Have Violin, Will Travel—The Louis Persinger
Story; resides in Rochester.
Cal Gramer ’70 is retired after working as a
regional manager with Walmart; resides with
his wife, Christy, in Princeton.
Lois Haydysch ’70 retired after teaching 33
years in Illinois; resides with her husband, Kenneth, in Genoa, Wisconsin.
Marcia (Stack) Zielinski ’70 and her husband,

Richard ’72, celebrated 50 years of marriage;
couple resides in Scottsdale, Arizona.

Tim Cline ’71 is retired as the director of student services at Teton County School District 1;
resides in Alpine, Wyoming.
Larry Bessert ’72 is the owner and founder
of Bessert and Associates; independent broker,
consultant and management firm specializes in
employee benefits; resides in Fishers, Indiana.
Jennifer (Bolander) Best ’72, M.S. ’90,

Serving campus and community
Mboka Mwilambwe ’94, M.S. ’96, is
serving as the first Black mayor in the
nearly 200-year history of Bloomington. His election win in the spring
was broadcast in his home country,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Mwilambwe has been a citizen of
the U.S. since 2008 and served on the
Bloomington City Council a decade. He
is an assistant director at ISU’s Office of
Equal Access and Opportunity. His wife,
Stacey (Harlow) ’94, M.S. ’96, is the director of University Housing Services.

Ed.D. ’02, retired as an associate professor of
curriculum and instruction at Southern Illinois
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Judy (Thomas) Pittard ’73 is retired after 47
years in the field of speech language pathology;
resides with her husband, Steve, in Fayetteville,
North Carolina.
Susan (McIntee) Schwieger ’73, M.A. ’76,
retired from the University of Northern Iowa
after 32 years of service; worked in Career
Services for 18 years, including administrative
roles; completed 14 years as the director of
graduate student life in the Graduate College;
resides in Waterloo, Iowa.
Joe Christmann ’74 retired after 45 years as a
supervisor and manager in the transportation
industry; he and his wife, Shari (Cruise) ’75,
met at ISU; celebrated 45 years of marriage this
year; couple resides in Dalzell.
Marlene Gregor, M.S. ’74, is a retired teacher;
widow of Distinguished Professor of Art Harold
Gregor; couple established the Harold and Marlene Gregor Art Student Travel Fund; resides in
Bloomington.

Dr. Mary Ryder, M.A. ’81, has a unique ISU bond. Her family’s 110-year
connection spans four generations. Mary’s grandmother, Irene (Valentine)
Blacker, attended Illinois State Normal University (ISNU) in the summers of
1911 and 1912, along with her sister Daisy. Another sister, Kathryn, attended
in the summer of 1916. The sisters taught in country schools and completed
continuing education credits.
Irene had three daughters: Geneva, Guyneth, and Ruth. Each attended
ISNU in the 1930s. All three taught in country schools, with Geneva becoming
a high school math teacher. They lived at 601 Normal Avenue in a home that
is still standing.
“How this second generation made it to college during the Depression is
special,” Mary said. “Their farmer father, my grandfather, sold a cow to pay
their tuition.”
Ruth (Blacker) Ryder ’38 met her husband, Bernard ’40, at ISNU. Their
three children were also graduates. Michael ’67 studied physical science,
Richard ’70, majored in chemistry, and Mary did her master’s work in English. A Distinguished Professor Emerita of English from South Dakota State
University, Mary is shown above holding a photo of herself with her parents
and siblings.
The Ryder siblings share a Redbird connection with two cousins, Janice
Blacker ’72 and Shirley Blacker ’79. Daisy’s granddaughter, Mary Beth Norris
’77, graduated the same decade.
The fourth generation consists of great-grandchildren of Irene and Daisy:
Jamie Schumacher ’92; Kelly Reid ’07, M.S. ’14; Philip Drazewski, M.S. ’14;
and Sara Spencer ’13, as well as her husband, Kyle Koerner ’12.
The Redbird roots deepen through Mary’s father, Bernard, who joined
ISNU in the 1950s as an associate professor of chemistry. He taught 28 years,
became a full professor and chaired the Chemistry Department nine years.
“Our family legacy mirrors the development of the institution from a Normal school to a mid-sized, multi-faceted university,” Mary said. “My dad came
in 1956 with President Robert Bone, and his role as first head of chemistry in
1966 coincides with the transition to ISU.”
The legacy continues through scholarships Mary created in Mennonite
College of Nursing and the Chemistry Department to honor her parents.
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John Smith ’74 retired after 30 years with the
Egyptian Area Agency on Aging; worked 42
years total serving senior adults; resides with
his wife, Susan, in Carbondale.
Deborah (Copas) Alvarado ’75 retired from

the federal government as a translator and
CSR for the Social Security Administration;
resides near her grandchildren in Broken
Arrow, Oklahoma.
Betty Baznik ’75 retired from teaching special
education; resides in Peru.
Pam (Sutter) Collman ’75 retired from LHK

Partners as a field interviewer coach; she and
her husband, William, celebrated their 45th
wedding anniversary this year; couple resides
in Bethalto.
Mark DalPozzo ’75, M.M. ’84, has retired
from teaching; resides with his wife, Mary, in
Tallula.
Gary Pranger ’75, M.A. ’82, retired after 32

years of teaching at Oral Roberts University,
University of Illinois-Chicago, the Foreign
Affairs College and the Northeast Normal
University in China, and Raffles Institution in
Singapore; resides with his wife, Michele in
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.
Mark Babich ’76 retired after years as an

accounting professional; last six years worked
as a controller; resides with his wife, Gale, in
Garland, Texas.
Tom Davis ’76 retired after 44 years in public

accounting; resides with his wife, Holden, in
West Palm Beach, Florida.
Kristy (Anderson) Lundahl Holbrook ’76

retired from International Game Technology;
resides in Tucson, Arizona.
Thomas McClure ’76, M.S. ’01, has been

promoted to professor at ISU; is the director of

Legal Studies; authored second edition of his
textbook Fundamentals of Criminal Law and
Procedure for Paralegals; article “Rebalancing
Bracker Fifty Years Later” appeared in the
American Indian Law Journal; launched an
expungement clinic and created the Thomas
E. McClure Pro Bono Fund; resides in Bloomington.
Jenni (Schone) Kuhlmann ’77 retired after
owning and operating her home daycare business
for more than 43 years; resides with her husband,
Ron ’77, in Beardstown.
Jill (Mekow) Lamb ’77 retired as a Cook
County adult probation officer; resides with her
husband, Forrest, in Palatine.
Brian Lowenthal ’77 is the founder and

managing partner with the advisory firm Lion
Valley HR Solutions LLC; started Improving
The Odds to help high school students develop
character and life skills; resides in Nashville,
Tennessee.
Debra (Twait) Mason ’77 is retired after 35

years of teaching special education and reading interventions to K-3 students at Sandwich
School; resides with her husband, Rob in
Hinckley.
Roy Santoro ’77 has authored five books, most

recently One More Day in the Sun about a rescue rabbit and losing a pet; other titles include
Broken News: Journalism in Crisis and The Second Civil War; resides in Des Plaines.
Brad Stipp ’77 retired from teaching after 35

years in education; the youngest daughter with
his wife, Joan (Adams) ’92, is completing her
senior year at ISU; couple resides in Mahomet.
Sandra (Ashley) Stringham ’77 is retired from
teaching second grade; earned National Board
Certification and ESL endorsement; resides
with her husband, Wayne, in Pooler, Georgia.
Sue (Hanson) Tobolski ’77 is a communica-

Booker Suggs ’78 is retired after 30 years as
a higher education professional administrator
working in student affairs; resides with his
wife, Verne, in Chicago.
Richard Cobb ’79 is retired from Agreliant
Genetics; resides with his wife, Kay, in Kankakee.
Ronda (Geary) Lee ’79 is a safety director and

compliance associate with Total Environment
Solutions Inc.; she and her husband, Ray, enjoy
time with two granddaughters; couple resides
in Prairieville, Louisiana.

Donna Rees ’79 retired from the Illinois State
Police as a forensic scientist; resides in Fairview
Heights.
Holly Robinson ’79 retired as a sergeant from

the Chicago Police Department after 30 years of
service; resides in Chicago.

1980s

Richard Clark ’80 is retired after teaching
music for 35 years; resides with his wife, Amy,
in Moline.
Judy (DallaRiva) Cowdry ’80 is president of

Community Services of Missouri Inc.; resides in
Foristell, Missouri.
Valerie Tate ’80 retired after 15 years with
Houston Methodist Hospital and 22 years with
Shell Chemical LLC; does seasonal work at Mt.
Rushmore; volunteers at the Feeding South
Dakota Food Bank; lives with her dog, Becca,
and cats Libby, Winnie, and Lucy; resides in
Hermosa, South Dakota.
Warren Wilcox ’80 cofounded Concerto, an

Elaine Cragel ’78 completed a master’s of

Kenneth Decker ’81 works in sales; resides

Pamela (Coleman) Nesmith ’78 retired after
43 years in the education field as an elementary and middle school math teacher; resides
with her husband Eddie, in Columbia, South
Carolina.

Richard Wulbecker ’81 retired from park district public service; worked in the field 39 years;
resides with his wife, Janet, in Hoffman Estates.

in the Douglas County Circuit Clerk’s office;
served past 24 years as the elected clerk of the
court; resides in Arcola.

tion instructor at Cloud County Community
College; resides with her husband, Terry, in
Manhattan, Kansas.

James Knodell ’78 worked for the U.S. Secret
Service and Pentagon Force Protection Agency;
retired from Health Care Service Corporation;
resides with his wife, Joyce, in Ashburn, Virginia.

and is softball coach at James Caldwell High
School; won 700 games after 34 years at the
school that is his alma mater; inducted into the
NJSIAA Hall of Fame; resides in Wests Caldwell, New Jersey.

Julie (Rairden) Mills ’79 retired after working

issuer of MasterCard; helped establish three
successful companies; four times a chief marketing officer; former executive vice president
at Visa Inc.; resides in Austin, Texas.

divinity degree at McCormick Theological Seminary; earned a doctorate of ministry from Chicago Theological Seminary; is retired as a clergy
chaplain; resides in Merrillville, Indiana.

Michael Teshkoyan, M.S. ’81, teaches history

with his wife, Leslie, in Joliet.
Janie (Andreae) Mehlan ’81, M.M. ’83, ’05,

is a freelance flutist; teaches private flute and
piano lessons; musician in her church; resides
in Paxton.
J. Fred Schouten, M.M. ’81, is retired after 36
years in K-12 education as a teacher administrator; taught higher ed at schools in Illinois, New
York, and Florida; past case member, trainer
and coordinator at Walt Disney World and
received Legacy Award; he and wife Debra have
two sons, four grandchildren; couple resides in
Celebration, Florida.

Leadership potential praised
The Future Alumni Leader Award
recognizes students who demonstrate
leadership potential and served while
at ISU. The 2021 recipients are Aaliyah
Gladney ’20, bottom, and Yarisheia Tiggs
’21. Gladney is completing a doctorate in
audiology at ISU. She is in the Student
Academy of Audiology and is a youth
volleyball coach. Tiggs studied psychology with a minor in athletic coaching.
She was vice president of the Black Student Union, president for the National
Association of Colored Women’s Clubs:
Women of Enlightenment chapter, and
founded the Black Student Psychology
Association.
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Alumni leaders selected as

HOMECOMING ROYALTY
T

he impact that this year’s Homecoming king and queen
have made at Illinois State is monumental. Their involvement, support, and love for the University make it fitting that
Lynda Lane ’66 and Carl Kasten ’66 were crowned during the
milestone year of ISU’s centennial Homecoming.
Lane came to campus in 1962 to study French. She joined
the French Club and chaired both the Homecoming and Big
Four committees. She fondly remembers Homecoming as she
attended the parade, bonfire, game, and dance. Lane also met
President Robert Bone. She was a part of a historical time
when Illinois State Normal University became Illinois State
University her sophomore year, and enrollment doubled in
size.
Kasten shares the same memory. While serving as student
senate president, he worked with campus officials on the
name change. A social science education major, Kasten joined
the men’s glee club, young democrats, and LUNA. He will
never forget attending President Bone’s midnight reception
on the Quad upon his return from the Middle East.
Following graduation, Lane began teaching French in a
Chicago suburb school. She married and moved with her
husband back to central Illinois, where she taught elementary and high school English. Lane retired as Olympia High
School’s Department Chair of English and Foreign Language,
and substituted until 2020.
She served on the Alumni Association Board of Directors
for 37 years and in 2017 received the E. Burton Mercier Service Award. Lane is a volunteer at Ewing Manor and serves
on several Alumni Association committees. She and Kasten

Lynn (Nordmeyer) Benn ’82 retired after 34

years with Liberty Mutual Insurance Company;
she and her husband, Bob, have three adult
children; two are ISU alumni; couple resides in
Aurora.
Elizabeth (Krajeski) Clark ’82 retired as a

program director with the State of California;
her daughter, Sarah, is a 2009 graduate; Clark
resides in Napa, California.
Tommy Hennrich ’82 retired from industrial
sales; played baseball for the Redbirds; Clark
resides with his wife, Terri, in St. Louis, Missouri.
Debora (Gentzler) Mangis ’82 is retired from

the U.S. Treasury; widowed and resides in
Mount Auburn.
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enjoy attending ISU events, including Half Century Club
reunions, Athletics competitions, and Homecoming.
Kasten attended Northwestern University’s School of Law
and earned his juris doctorate in 1969. He practiced law the
next 48 years, primarily in the field of personal injury and
wrongful death litigation.
He was appointed to ISU’s inaugural Board of Trustees and
served as chair. He co-founded the ISU Attorneys Advisory
Council, served as a trustee for the State University Retirement System, and was a member of the Alumni Association
Board of Directors for 14 years. Kasten received the Distinguished Alumni Award in 2014.

Julieta Ortiz, Ph.D. ’82, retired as president
of the University of Southeastern Philippines;
resides in the Philippines.
Cary Chaitman ’83 is a senior revenue agent

with the Internal Revenue Service; resides with
his wife, Beth, in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Bob Hedstrom ’83 is the CPS channel devel-

and Sports Section for non-daily publications;
resides in Princeton.
Jeffrey Johnson ’84 is an educator and
human resources professional; resides in Belleville.
Lisa (Grealish) Del Giudice ’85 retired after

opment manager with Change Healthcare;
resides with his wife, Julie, and their three children in Naperville.

34 years of teaching middle school math;
teaches part-time at Elgin Community College
in Adult Education Program; resides with her
husband, Frank, in Elgin.

Kevin Hieronymus ’83 was inducted into the

Gregory Gordon ’85, M.S. ’87, is a history

Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame
as a media member; has been sports editor of
the Bureau County Republican/Princeton since
1986; received first-place awards by the Illinois Press Association for Best Sports Column

professor at College of Lake County; resides in
Grayslake.
Patty (Gabric) Nykodym ’85 is chief financial

officer and chief compliance officer with the
mid-market private equity firm FFL Partners

LLC; resides with her husband, Joe, in Moraga,
California.

porated; resides with his wife, Jill, in Dacula,
Georgia.

Kathleen Woida ’86 authored Iowa’s Remark-

Denise (Thompson) Moore ’89 is president

able Soils: The Story of Our Most Vital Resource
and How We Can Save It; is an associate professor at the University of Iowa; previously
taught at the University of Northern Iowa and
Earlham College; worked 26 years with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service as a geologist in Utah,
New Mexico, and Iowa; resides in Des Moines,
Iowa.
Megan (Olivetti) Goolsby ’87 completed a

master’s degree in curriculum and instruction
at Governors State University; retired after 35
years as an elementary and high school choral
director in Yorkville and Plainfield school districts; sings professionally in Chicago area; she
and her husband, Timothy, have a son, Ethan,
who attended ISU; couple resides in Joliet.
Miriam (Loory) Krombach, MFA ’87, is
self-employed as a ceramic artist; resides with
her husband, Daniel, in Los Angeles, California.
DeLores “Dee” Mannes ’87 retired after

teaching 33 years; spent past 29 years teaching
at Parker Junior High School in the Flossmoor
School District 161; resides in Tinley Park.
Kathryn (Shea) Powell, M.S. ’87, retired

from Indian Prairie School District 204 as a
calculus teacher, athletic trainer, and coach for
the men’s and women’s diving teams; resides
with her husband, Greg, in Lakewood Ranch,
Florida.
Theresa (McKinley) Tolar ’87 is a hospital
preparedness coordinator with the Illinois
Department of Public Health; resides with her
husband, Archie, in Calumet Park.
Scott T. White ’87 retired from Caterpillar

Inc. after 32 years as an engineering manager;
resides with his wife, Regina, in Germantown
Hills.
Laura (Machak) Bargas ’88 is a transition spe-

cialist at Romeoville High School in the Valley
View School District; has been in education 33
years in Florida and Illinois; resides with her
husband, Joseph, in Plainfield.
Steve Brandy ’88 is a newscaster and sports

announcer for Neuhoff Media radio stations;
resides in Cissna Park.
Laura (Molk) Cleary ’88 is a research director

with YouGov America; resides with her husband, Joe, in Mount Pleasant, Wisconsin.

and CEO of the Black Business Alliance’s chapter in Peoria, where she resides.

Lucille A. (Forneris) Christensen ’43; 3/21
Alvera R. (Beatty) Nafziger ’45; 12/20

Troops

graphic officer; resides in Picayune, Mississippi.

Joan K. (Hemken) Underwood ’48; 11/20

Richard Enkoji ’77 retired as a naval oceanoTroy Albuck ’88 retired as a U.S. Army captain;

Sara J. (Doering) Hauter ’47; 4/21
Dorothy J. (Brandt) Henderson ’48; 6/21
David L. Deprin ’49; 6/21

worked as an Airborne Ranger Infantry Officer;
resides with his wife, Valerie, in Hanover Park.

William D. Popejoy ’49, M.S. ’50; 2/21

Bonnie (Merritt) Owens ’97 is a Readiness

50s

Officer with the U.S. Army; resides with her
husband, Matt, in Spring Lake, North Carolina.
Major Aubrey (Taylor) Reid ’09 is a nurse in
the U.S. Air Force; resides in Bloomington.

Marilyn M. (Plese) Tyler ’49; 6/21

Joy A. (Price) Belcher ’50; 12/20
Gust Ferri ’50; 3/21
Frank W. Jakubiak ’50, M.S. ’57; 8/21

Sabastian Ness Medera-Guerra ’20 is a mem-

Raymond L. Morelli ’50; 4/21

ber of the Illinois Army National Guard; resides
in Naperville.

Pauline R. (Mapes) Drew ’51; 2/21

In memory
Faculty/Staff

Oliver W. Fuller ’51; 2/21
Mary J. (Fager) Hannagan ’51; 12/20
Betty A. (Saylor) Girard Holmes ’51; 6/21
Carol M. Martin ’51; 3/21

Lauren E. Brown, Biology; 3/21
Barbara (Leeper) Goebel, M.S. ’65; Psychology;
12/20
Harriet Johnson-Naden, English; 12/20
Edna R. (Vanderbeck) Johnston, M.S. ’67;
Health, Physical Education and Recreation;
1/21
William E. Kennedy ’66, M.S. ’72; Softball
Coach; 4/21
Bette L. (Bemeowcj) Keyser ’67, Ed.D. ’94;
Health Sciences; 1/21
George W. Kidder III, Biology; 1/21
Anita (Harwell) Webb Lupo, College of Education; 6/21
E. Joan Miller, Geography; 3/21
Dorothy (Dosch) Sands, M.S. ’73; Accounting;
3/21
Neil T. Skaggs, Economics; 2/21
Diane F. Urey, Languages, Literature, and Cultures; 4/21
David F. Weber, Biology; 4/21

Alumni
30s
Josephine L. (Redulis) Placek ’32; 9/10
Ruth B. (Thomas) Irwin ’33; 2/21

director of special education with Galesburg
CUSD 205; resides with her husband, Wayne
’82, in Galesburg.

Mildred M. (Neuhauser) Beeson ’36; 3/15

president of quality assurance at Axogen Incor-

Eleanor M. (Anderson) Hoch ’42; 6/21

Marvelle M. (Zilly) Klein ’46; 4/21

Luan (Rickard) Statham ’88 is the assistant

Alexander Jacks III, M.S. ’89, is the vice

40s

Mary “Betty” E. (Van Kirk) Solyom ’36; 8/18
Lillian E. (Seifert) Wiseman ’38; 6/21

Living legacy
The memory of Dr. Neil Skaggs, professor emeritus of economics, lives on
through his eight grandchildren. They
paused at a memorial bench placed on
Constitution Trail in Normal to honor
Skaggs, who was a proud Redbird. He
died in February after a prolonged
illness. The grandchildren are, front row
from left, Ryan Malone, Grace Sallee,
and Peter Phillips. Back row from left are
Calvin Malone, Eleanor Sallee, Marian
Malone, Julia Sallee, and Eddie Phillips.

Fall 2021

STATE 37

Charlene E. (Kerchner) Ray ’51; 2/21

Velta (Jaunzems) Kalejs ’55; 4/21

Gordon H. Schroeder ’59; 6/21

Mary J. (Hinshaw) Wisdom ’51; 12/20

Dolores C. (Skelly) Larson ’55; 6/21

Marjorie M. (Irwin) Terzain ’59; 3/21

Valerie J. (Hunter) Dunagan ’52; 3/21

Sherry L. (Janssen) Lindeman ’55; 1/21

Thomas Henderson ’52, M.S. ’55; 1/21

Ann R. Shinkey ’55; 1/21

60s

Joyce F. Pedigo ’52; 11/12

George A. Zook ’55, M.S. ’59; 7/21

Carol A. (Clark) Bamberg ’60; 2/21

Doris M. (Puetz) Schlotter ’52; 2/21

Rodger L. Benway ’56, M.S. ’66; 4/21

Edith A. (Decker) Dady ’60, M.S. ’66; 12/20

Joan M. (Lenhart) Shively ’52; 1/21

Cleo F. (Spellmeyer) Chiti ’56; 2/21

Carl F. Flaks ’60, M.S. ’66; 12/20

Robert E. Zubeck ’52; 3/21

Robert C. Graves ’56, M.S. ’64; 1/21

Juanita R. (Wilson) Hulvey ’60; 3/21

Robert W. Aussprung ’53, M.S. ’57; 12/20

Patricia A. (Jones) Lackey ’56; 4/21

Sally S. Scheef ’60; 6/21

Lois P. (Baumgartner) Dremann ’53; 4/21

Jane A. (Thompson) Meyer ’56; 12/20

Mary E. (McKinley) Harlow ’53, M.S. ’60; 2/21

Donald E. Nichols ’56; 1/20

Loretta M. (Shawgo) Wade Thomas ’60, M.S.
’61; 5/21

Dale R. Hultgren ’53; 2/21

Ronald L. Blake ’57, M.S. ’67; 5/19

John J. Kennedy ’61; 12/20

Richard D. Pierce ’53, M.S. ’56; 4/21

Daniel S. Hurd ’57, M.S. ’66; 1/21

Carl R. Larson Jr. ’61; 1/21

Genevieve E. Strang ’53, M.S. ’60; 6/21

Ann M. (Parris) Thoennes ’57; 2/19

Janice B. (Mitchell) Lutz ’61; 5/21

Samuel M. Wahlfeldt ’53; 5/21

Marion G. Brasher ’58; 3/21

Donald E. Roderick ’61; 12/20

Wilbur G. Carlton ’54; 3/21

Robert M. Kochevar ’58; 11/20

David L. Sigler ’61; 9/21

Audrey J. (McCombs) Christian ’54; 12/20

Hazel L. (Schmidt) Lundeen ’58; 12/20

Barbara J. (Lane) Bauer ’62, M.S. ’68; 4/21

Lorraine A. (Pajak) Crum ’54; 5/21

Donald W. Harden ’59; 3/21

Nancy L. (Scott) Floyd ’62; 1/21

Carol J. (Zilles) Myers ’54; 5/21

Maryann (Moore) Parker ’59; 1/21

Sharron L. (Patterson) Lower ’62; 4/21

Bella E. (Beach) Perlman ’54; 6/21

Dorian G. Morgan ’59; 7/17

David E. Wagner ’62; 2/21

Velma R. (Pech) Goodwin ’55; 6/21

David C. Schertz ’59; 4/21

Jerold “Jerry” E. Wright ’62; 4/21

Cleo A. Allen ’60; 1/21

David L. Buchheit ’63; 4/21
Dee O. Floyd ’63; 12/20
Roger K. Lehr ’63; 3/21
David E. Wagner ’63; 2/21
Robert A. Arends ’64; 1/21
Willa J. (Bildhauer) Dellinger ’64; 6/21
Gladys L. (Edwards) Franzen ’64; 6/21
Donald E. Green ’64; 1/21
John L. Johnston Jr. ’64; 5/20
Sheila J. (Smith) Cosmano McPherson ’64; 5/21
Judith A. (Kingery) Scranton ’64, M.S.’65; 4/21
Nancy J. (Diemer) Shevokas, M.S. ’64; 6/21
Janice C. (Johnson) Goins Snow ’64; 3/21
Richard T. Tilton ’64; 3/21
Deana G. Bates ’65; 2/21
Richard L. Benson ’65; 12/20
Ann M. (Hauffe) DeJaeger ’65; 3/21
James M. Edmunds ’65; 4/21

Redbirds to a tee
A group of guys living in Watterson Towers as undergraduates in the 1980s formed a
friendship that remains strong today. The men reconnected during the summer for a
round of golf in Worth. They enjoyed remembering pitchers at Pub II, Sunday night
pizza at Garcia’s, and adventures that made the college years memorable. Holding
the flag are John King ’85 of Palos Heights, left, and Bob Bohnsak ’85 of Denver,
Colorado. The others are, from left, Tom O’Meara ’84 of Palos Heights; Mark Cesario
’85 of Tinley Park; Gary Hill ’86 of Naperville; Chris Dillman ’85 of DeKalb; and Neil
Krull ’85 of New Lenox.

Alan R. LaRochelle ’65; 3/21
Lillie A. Moore ’65, M.S. ’71; 3/21
Terry L. Nuding ’65, M.S. ’69; 2/21
Mary L. (Harrison) Redmond ’65; 3/21
Ronald E. Short ’65; 5/21
Vivian H. (Worner) Stout ’65; 12/20
William J. Considine Jr., M.S. ’66; 3/21
David L. Dawson ’66; 11/20
Dennis G. Haack ’66, M.S. ’68; 6/21
Donald R. Jenkins ’66; 2/21
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Frederick P. Kaempfer, M.S. ’66; 4/21
Patricia A. (Anderson) Peterson ’66; 4/21
Ronald L. Roher ’66; 2/21
Joan E. (Beard) Stephenson ’66; 5/21
John H. Sutton ’66; 2/21
Paul L. Coats ’67; M.S. ’68; 6/19
Hallie (Hallerman) Hoffarth, M.S. ’67; 4/21
Randall W. Jacobs ’67; 5/21
Robert D. Mendelsohn ’67; 5/21
Howard W. Proehl ’67; 6/21
Sharon J. (Anderson) Shoemaker ’67; 3/21
Mary Jo (Kramp) Campbell ’68; 8/21
Cheryl A. (Woolverton) Colliflower ’68; 4/21
Joseph J. Gallagher ’68; 12/20
Robert W. Kimber ’68; 6/21
John R. Kopina ’68; 12/20
James R. Jones, M.S. ’68; 1/21
Donald R. McCall ’68, M.S. ’73; 5/21
Lee E. Scheidenhelm ’68; 2/10
Susan L. (Webb) Sturm ’68, M.S. ’70; 3/21
Leon Aylward Jr. ’69, M.S. ’78; 1/21

Still bonding as Redbirds
Seven young ladies met by chance on the 10th floor of Hewett Hall in 1981 and became forever friends, enjoying annual vacations together over the years. They spent
every Saturday evening together virtually during the pandemic—usually into the wee
hours of the morning—just as they did while living on campus. The group celebrated
40 years of friendship with a visit to campus during the summer. They are, from left,
Mary (Seyller) Fairfield ’85 of Gibson City; Debbie (Malley) Ciarmelli ’85 of San Diego, California; Denise (Davis) Krimmel ’85 of Marietta, Georgia; Diana LaVoie ’85 of
Machesney Park; Cay Clark ’86 of Chicago; and Janice (Coric) Glasper ’85 of Peoria.
They included a photo of the friend they lost in 2009, Joan Davis.

Mary J. (Vernier) Foerste ’69; 6/21
David M. Gillespie ’69; 4/21
Elizabeth “Libby” W. (Losch) Louiseau ’69;
5/21
Marilyn J. (Stains) Mattys, M.A. ’69; 4/21
Daniel R. O’Connor ’69; 6/21
Mary L. (Bossingham) Schuler ’69; 5/21
Reta E. (Davis) Picchietti Shoup ’69, M.S. ’82;
1/21
Dennis E. Snep, M.S. ’69; 2/21

70s
Richard E. Batterham ’70; 4/21

We want to hear from you!
There are three ways to submit
your information.
• Go online to
Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/ClassNotes.
• Email your news to
sjblyst@IllinoisState.edu.
• Mail your news to Class Notes,
Illinois State University,
Campus Box 3100, Normal, IL 61790.
For additional information, contact
Alumni Engagement at (309) 438-2586
or email alumni@IllinoisState.edu.
Notes beginning with the Class of 1990
can be found online at

IllinoisState.edu/Magazine.

Steve Cargill ’70; 6/21

Martha A. Carroll, M.A. ’73; 3/21

Charles H. Colin Jr., M.S. ’70; 6/21

Larry W. Cunningham ’73; 3/21

Harlen “Butch” E. Cotter, ’70, Cert. ’87; 4/21

D. Bruce Geary ’73; 12/13

Donald C. Hendress, M.S. ’70; 2/21

Mary L. (Bell) Goveia ’73; 4/21

Leonard K. Krise ’70; 2/21

David W. Johnson ’73; 12/20

Gary E. Lunak ’70; 2/20

Deborah A. (Thurman) LaRocque ’73; 7/03

Perry “Randy” R. Pelish ’70; 2/21

Gerald “Jerry” L. Lott ’73; 4/21

Bernard J. Sienko ’70; 4/21

Linda C. (Paul) Mandelco ’73; 1/21

Mary C. (Clifford) Spenny ’70; 5/21

Bernard J. Natale ’73; 3/21

Michael Sullivan ’70, M.S. ’72; 3/21

Julie L. (Noakes) Reining ’73, M.S. ’77; 1/20
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Thanks toYou

D

avid DeMarini ’72, M.S. ’74, Ph.D. ’80, enjoyed a
36-year career as a genetic toxicologist for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. Decades earlier,
he was a high school student competing in an annual State
of Illinois forensics competition. His win in comedy reading
while on Illinois State’s campus inspired his Redbird journey.
DeMarini was among the first cohorts to live at Illinois
State’s International House (I-House), an experience that
changed his life. “I-House prepared me to navigate the
world’s cultures and people in all its diversity and complexity,” said DeMarini. “By the time I left ISU, I knew how to say
‘Good morning,’ ‘Good evening,’ and ‘Thank you’ in a dozen
languages. I had gained an appreciation for almost every
imaginable cuisine!”
During DeMarini’s five years at Illinois State as a graduate
student in the Department of Biological Sciences, he was
mentored by Professor Emeritus Dr. Herman Brockman. “Dr.
Brockman prepared me by training and networking for an
international scientific career,” said DeMarini, a recipient of
ISU’s Distinguished Alumni Award.

In 2020, DeMarini committed $600,000 from his estate
toward emergency funding for future students. In May, he
increased his commitment by $200,000.
“The small bumps in the road that students encounter can
be major obstacles to doing well in class or even graduating,”
he said. “I hope that this fund will smooth out the road for
those students who experience a rocky ride now and then
while at ISU.”
DeMarini also sees his philanthropy as a duty to help
future students start their post-college lives on the right foot.
“Students often incur enormous amounts of student debt,
which prevents young people from moving on in their lives,
owning a home, getting married, and contributing fully to
society—and many not being able to seek higher education at
all,” said DeMarini.
“ISU helped me to have a remarkable career,” he said, “and
made it possible for me now to provide support for others so
that they may have a chance at the same good fortune that I
have had.”
Your legacy matters. To learn more about naming Illinois State
University as a beneficiary in your will, visit Giveto.IllinoisState.edu.

Advancement Operations
Campus Box 8000
Normal, IL 61790-8000

Rollin’ through the semester
Music education major Miki McCarthy, a junior from
Westchester, skateboarded in front of Fell Hall on their way
to class earlier in the fall semester. Seeing such activity on
the Quad signaled a welcome return of students to campus
after an interruption of in-person learning last year due to
the pandemic. The University has a strong enrollment for the
2021-2022 academic year, with 20,233 students attending.

